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THE RIGHT
CHEMISTRY
Chemistry professor Gina MacDonald receives the White

House's Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers.
The national award recognizes her research in DNA repair and recombination and the involvement of undergraduates and high school science
teachers in her research.
Cover photo by DeeDee Eicher Niarhos ('72)
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THE THIN BLUE (ON)LINE
Senior Chris Cosgriff's cyber memorial to fallen police
officers has gained international renown and become
a valuable clearinghouse for the U.S. law
enforcement community.

GEDLOGi /
ROCKS

From encounters with alligators to the
use of advanced technology, geology
graduates have landed jobs that are as
exciting as they are diverse. Alumni are
exploring for oil, preserving wetlands,
starting their own companies, developing innovative technology and working
with valuable gems.

THE RAILS
As a day student in the 1920s, Ruth Farrar Keezel enjoyed some advantages over
her campus-bound classmates. The former church organist recalls shuttling to
and fro by train and hopping off for ice
cream with her sister, Mae.
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education at a reasonable price in its public universities.
For the past five years, U.S. News &

It is my goal as president ofJMU
to encourage the emergence of a
long-range policy of sustained
investment in higher education
for Virginia.
We have grown accustomed to seeing
James Madison University receive accolade after accolade in the national media.
Since the early 1980s, JMU has made regular appearances in most of the prestigious rankings of the nation's colleges and
universities. All of us in the JMU community share the pride that comes as our university excels in national comparisons.
JMU is not alone in the commonwealth in receiving national attention for
educational quality. Virginia is the shining
star among states in offering a world-class

World Report has ranked JMU as the best
public comprehensive university in the
South. In the same list, Mary Washington College consistently ranks second.
The rankings list the University of
Virginia as the top public national
university and the College of
William and Mary as sixth.
In Kiplinger's Personal Finance
ranking of the nation's 25 best state
university values, JMU is joined by
U. Va., Mary Washington, William &
Mary and Virginia Tech. The
Kiplinger study clearly shows the
incredible quality of the commonwealth's public higher education system. Virginia's total of five Top 25
schools far exceeds all other states.
That's the good news - for, despite
the accolades, we continue to hear disquieting reports about the future of higher
education in Virginia.
Funding for Virginia colleges and universities has suffered in recent years:
• Virginia is investing 18 percent less
per student than it did in 1990, in inflation-adjusted dollars.
• Virginia ranks 39th among the 50
states in state support per student.
• State support for each Virginian in a
public college or university is $729 less
than in 1990, in inflation-adjusted dollars.
There are other apparent inconsistencies.
Although many Virginia public colleges
and universities repeatedly show up in lists
of the "best values" in higher education,
we know that Virginia is one of the 10 most
expensive states in the nation in which to
attend a public university. There is also a
great gap between the financial aid students
need and that which colleges can provide.
Which of these mixed messages is correct? Actually, they all are. Virginia does
continue to have one of the finest systems
of public higher education in America,
although many of the high-quality programs were built by past investments.

Funding is quite definitely lagging for
public higher education. Demands for
public funds from other elements in state
government - health, transportation,
parks and others - rose dramatically in
the 1980s and 1990s, cutting higher education's resources.
And, yes, tuition is too high in Virginia. Faced with reduced public funding,
colleges have been forced to turn to
tuition as a means of keeping quality high.
There are positive signs. Former Gov.
George Allen and current Gov. Jim
Gilmore have both demonstrated support
for reducing tuition, and there's a commitment to enhance college funding to make
up for the lost tuition revenue.
It is my goal as president of JMU to
encourage the emergence of a long-range
policy of sustained investment in higher
education for Virginia. We must address
the need for enhancing student financial
aid, sustain salaries to keep highly talented
faculty members in Virginia, expand
operational support and develop a capital
investment strategy for the orderly and
consistent development of new facilities.
We have been given a warning by
Michael K. Hooker, a native Virginian
who is now chancellor of the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill:
"It pains me to see what has happened
in my home state, to see the quality of Virginia's universities and how they have to
struggle to sustain that quality. . .. Every
penny you spend in education, whether
it's in K-12 or your colleges and universities, is a penny invested in your future.
There will be dramatic consequences if
those investments are not made - there
is no doubt about that:'
Without expanded investments in
higher education in Virginia, we may see
fewer and fewer accolades coming our way.

Linwood H. Rose
President
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Chemistry prafessar wins White Hause award
Einsteins and Marie Curies of
tomorrow -

our nation's

most promising scientists and
engineering educators:' said
NSF Director Rita Colwell. NSF
awardees receive $500,000
each over a five-year period
to further their research and
educational efforts.
MacDonald, who attended
award ceremonies at the White
House's Old Executive Office
Building and at NSF headquarters, called the PECASE
"icing on the cake:' The award
was meaningful "because I
know the winners were chosen
by scientists.
"I was 99.9 percent sure
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[officials J weren't going to give

M

this award to anybody who
wasn't at a major research
institution. I was ecstatic when
I found out I had gotten it."
Gina MacDonald and her student researchers (left to right) Anirban Das ('98), Scott Brewer ('99) and Deidre Coles ('OO)
review data and discuss RecA structure, a protein that repairs DNA.

Chemistry professor Gina
MacDonald received the Pres-

1

of 20 awardees nominated for

"nearly all of the 60 young

the PECASE by the National

scientists and engineers who

selected

from

more

than

major research universities

potential for leadership at the

1,122 candidates for the award.

and national laboratories. We

frontiers of scientific knowl-

The NSF selects its nominees

are an institution that is

edge;' Clinton said. "Their

for the PECASE from among

devoted to teaching and stu -

passion for discovery will

the most meritorious recipi-

dent learning. Dr. MacDon-

recognizes

spark our can-do spirit of

ents of its Faculty Early Career

ald's work demonstrates that

technological innovation and

Development grants, which

our dedication to students is

and

most outstanding

drive this nation forward and

NSF awards to young investi-

consistent with world-class

and promising new scientists.

build a better America for the

gators with exceptional leader-

scholarship."

nation's

The Clinton Administration established the PECASE

21st century."
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Interim Dean John Gilje,

received the PECASE work at

and women show exceptional

government on young re-

Mathematics

Science Foundation. She was

for Scientists and Engineers

honor bestowed by the U.S.

and

tific research.
"These talented young men

in February. It is the highest

Science

tain U.S. leadership in scien-

idential Early Career Award
(PECASE) at the White House

In fact, says College of
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ship and research potential

MacDonald was recog-

and who integrate research

nized for her outstanding

and education.

research contributions to the

in 1996 to recognize the

Donald was one of 60 scien-

nation's finest new scientists

tists who received the award

"These are the 'Golden

understanding of the biophys-

and engineers and to main-

at the White House and one

Globe Awards' for the Albert

ical and biochemical bases of

MacDonald joined the

Also during the summer,

in

MacDonald works closely with

August 1996 and says she has

students as the co-director of

chemistry
found

department

her

teaching

and

JMU's Chemistry Research
Experience for Undergradu-

research niche at JMU.
"The chemistry department has a lot of instrumen-

ates program, which is funded
by the NSF.

tation:' MacDonald says, "and

MacDonald earned a B.S.

it was obvious to me that

in biophysics at the Univer-

[faculty members] all seem to

sity of Connecticut in 1989

get along really well and

and a Ph.D. in biochemistry,

really care about teaching:'
In

addition, she

says,

molecular biology and biophysics at the University of

the department has a pen -

Minnesota in 1994. She was a

chant

postdoctoral research associ-

for

landing

highly

competitive external funding,

ate at Los Alamos National

which MacDonald calls "out-

Laboratory prior to beginning

side the norm" for under-

her teaching and research

graduate

career at JMU.

institutions

that

"The College of Science

emphasize teaching.
Known as "Dr. Mac" among

and Mathematics is delighted
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An infrared cell (top) holds protein samples for infrared experiments that
look at protein structural changes associated with the regulating function of
RecA, the process that is the basis of MacDonald's grant. President Linwood
H. Rose, who stopped by to congratulate MacDonald in her teaching lab,
watches as students Sarah Williams ('OO), Charles Kemmler ('OO) and Jon
Jurica ('OO) demonstrate one step in the purification process.

preliminary

$370,000 NSF CAREER grant

and was possible because she

in June 1998 for the project,

rapidly involved our under-

"A Difference Infrared Spec-

graduates in her work.

troscopic Study of a NucleoDNA repair and recombina-

The biophysical chemist

tion and for involving under-

says it is too soon to predict

"The award recognizes Dr.

tide Binding Protein:'
Part of that CAREER pro-

"In the short time she has
been at JMU, she has made
important scientific discover-

graduates and secondary-level

the future benefits of her

ject involves high-school sci-

ies, introduced many students

science teachers in research.

work. "However:' she says, "a

ence teachers in ongoing

to biochemistry and been

Her research involves the

variety of research efforts are

research during the summer.

instrumental

study of a protein, RecA,

often needed to solve com -

Michael Marzolf, a teacher at

National Science Foundation

that repairs DNA. "We know

plex problems such as a cure

the Virginia School for the

funding for the chemistry

what RecA does:' MacDonald

for cancer or genetic diseases.

Deaf and Blind, for example,

department's undergraduate

says. "We are studying the

I can't say that this research

worked with former JMU

research program:' the col-

small structural variations

will lead to a cure for a disease,

student Lori Kain ('98) on a

lege dean says.

that are responsible for regu-

but you never know - espe-

project to develop new labo-

m

obtaining

"Dr. MacDonald exempli-

lating its function and per-

cially when it is combined with

ratories for upper-level bio-

fies what a dedicated teacher-

forming the DNA strand

other basic research efforts

chemistry lab classes offered

scholar can achieve at JMU."

exchange reaction:'

ongoing around the countrf'

at the university.

- Bill Gentry
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m teaching and learning;'

activities and alumni pro-

ment, and director of the

Benson says.

grams for the university.

annual fund at the University

Ross said the college's self-

"The alumni that I have

study work goes on constantly

met seem to understand that

and includes the approxi-

the Commonwealth of Vir-

nomics and history from

ginia isn't going to 'pay for it

Richmond College of the

faculty.

all;" Moore says, ''And they

University of Richmond and

NCATE accreditation teams

[alumni] are getting to the

his master of public adminis-

education

come to JMU for site visits

point where they can make a

tration degree from Virginia

every five years, she said. An

significant difference in the

Commonwealth University.

The university's Teacher

NCATE review committee

life of the university through

Education Unit has once again

made a five-day visit to JMU

their philanthropy:'

achieved accreditation under

last spring.

the

performance-oriented

President Linwood H. Rose

JMU is one of 14 NCATE-

announced Moore's appoint-

standards of the National

accredited teacher education

ment at the Jan. 15 board of

Council for Accreditation of

programs from among the 37

visitors meeting. "Mitch Moore

Teacher Education.

Virginia institutions that pre-

has been a highly successful

pare new teachers. About 500

fund-raiser at two outstanding

The

teacher

education

program at the university has

NCATE-accredited institutions

private institutions of higher

continually won accredita-

produce two-thirds of the

education in Virginia. We are

tion since NCATE's voluntary

nation's new teacher graduates.

certain that he will bring to

NCATE standards empha-

JMU the success in fund rais-

program began in 1962.
"The university has a 90-

performance,

ing that he brought to Sweet

year history of outstanding

focusing on what teacher

size

Briar College and the Univer-

teaching of teachers;' says

candidates should know and

sity of Richmond."

Martha Ross, associate dean

be able to do, and expect can-

teacher

Before coming to JMU,

of the College of Education

didates to demonstrate spe-

Moore had been vice president

and Psychology and coordina-

cific skills.

for development and college
-Bill Gentry

tor of the accreditation project. "This confirms what we

relations at Sweet Briar since

$35 million comprehensive

program to find areas where

campaign, exceeding the cam-

we might improve or innovate:'

paign goal by $3.5 million.

true educational reform is the
quality

of the

Before going to Sweet

classroom

For the last month, Mitchell

Sen. Harry F. Byrd
Winchester, Va.
Byrd!Mims journalism
Scholarship
Marcella Dunlop ('40)
Chevy Chase, Md.
Academic Priorities
Dunlop Scholarship

Briar, Moore was director of
major gifts and director of
the Metropolitan Richmond
campaign. In that position,

Hugh ('73) and
Nancy ('71) Lantz
Harrisonburg, Va.
Athletics
Alumni Center Project
Lettie Pate Whitehead
Foundation
Atlanta,Ga.
Whitehead Scholarship
Flora Morris (' 43)
Rocky Mount, Va.
Class of 1943 Scholarship
Morris Charitable
Remainder Trust

teacher's knowledge of con-

L. Moore has been learning

he oversaw a $20 million

tent and ability to teach.

his way around campus and

fund-raising effort in the

The TOWN Foundation

the

university community.

metropolitan Richmond area.

JMU's vice president for devel-

Between 1983 and 1992, he

Norfolk, Va.
Sarah Lanier Tabb Oliver
Memorial Scholarship
Thomas L. Oliver
Memorial Scholarship

"We

have really been

focusing on content prepara-
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is also a useful tool for our

Sweet Briar UP
heads fund raising

James Madison University
extends its sincere thanks to
the following donors who made
charitable gifts of $25,000 or
more between Nov. 1, 1998, and
Jan. 31, 1999. Their contributions
help ]MU increase its margin
of excellence in higher education.
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tions efforts and completed a

ies have shown that a key to

Excellence

Frances Laird

development and public rela-

son said a wide range of stud-
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Staunton, Va.
Presidential Support

already know and continues

Mitchell L. Moore

- Fred Hilton

1992. He directed the college's

the college's accreditation. It

College dean Jerry Ben-

l_

Moore has his B.A. in eco-

mately 100 members of the
teacher

Teaa:her ed an
reaureditatian roll

of Richmond.

tion of our teachers and the

opment and alumni relations

had been a development offi-

integration of that content

since April l, Moore is in

cer, assistant and associate

preparation with preparation

charge of private fund-raising

vice president of develop-

The commission's final

me areas such as academic

report is due to the president

majors, general education,

by late this month or early

student and alumni affairs,

next month.
- Pauli Fitzgerald ('96)

and the effectiveness of offcampus programs. He says
the goal is to improve programs and services and to

Psy.D. earns
S145,53D grant
Winnie Mandela (second from right) spoke about racial discord in South
Africa and urged a ]MU audience to show her people how to find peace.
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Winnie

Mandela,

Africa;'
1

who

took up the fight against
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Mandela

urged.

"Teach us in reality what it is

supporters - how money and

Education has awarded a

other resources are being used.

ideas for solving problems in

South African government,

gress Women's League and a

higher education, annually

identification of internship

member of South Africa's

awards 100 grants out of

urged a JMU audience of 1,300

sites and review of the cur-

to go to South Africa and

Parliament

she

riculum by national experts.

more than 2,000 applications.
- Charles Culbertson

help transform her country.

refuses to accept a political

The program, which is the

but

says

Six years after her former

appointment she believes is

only one of its kind in the

husband was elected South

far removed from the contin-

country, trains specialists to

Africa's first black president,

uing struggles of her people.
ary as part of a political tour

N

not always part of human

of the United States. It was

nature to stick by theoretical

her only Virginia appearance.
- Martha McKee ('99)

definitions;' observed Mandela, who became known as

I

T

secondary Education. FIPSE,
which promotes innovative

assessment and measurement

yet enjoy racial equality. "It is

s

The grant furthers the
center's doctoral program in
by financing the nationwide

s

y

the Improvement of Post-

the African National Con-

D
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from the DOE's Fund for

Research Studies.

Nelson, was imprisoned by the

She visited JMU in Janu-

N
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The grant money comes

Mandela is president of

she said her nation does not

u

JMU's

apartheid when her husband,

M
A

D
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grant to

Center for Assessment and

to live together with those
you fought against."

parents, alumni and other

The U.S. Department of
$145,530

JfflU wela:ames
fflather at natian

explain to constituents -

"Mother of the Nation" for
her contributions to the 30-

meet the accountability needs
of educational and socialservice agencies.
"JMU has been a national
leader in higher education
assessment for more than a
decade, and this grant will

What a differena:e
a dea:ade makes

enable us to share a wealth of
experience,

training

and

year struggle against white

What does 2008 hold for

minority rule. During that

JMU? The university com-

with

time, Mandela said, she was

munity can take an online

director and psychology pro-

others:' says

center

often tortured, arrested, sepa-

peek at the future by visiting

fessor T. Dary Erwin. "We're

rated from her children and

the Centennial Commission's

confident that by sending our

even banished to a remote

web site.

town in the Free State province.

The discussions, activities

Jack McCaslin's Royal Krush

commitment to assessment

Sa:reen print
represents state
in national shaw
A screen print by art pro-

highly trained students to

fessor Jack McCaslin repre-

other institutions for intern-

sents Virginia in a 53-artist

"The right to live every-

and progress of the 70-mem-

ship experiences around the

exhibition of artworks that

where in our country is what

ber commission, charged by

country, the caliber of assess-

opened last winter at muse-

we fought for ... where no

President Linwood H. Rose to

ment strategies designed to

ums and galleries throughout

racial ·group will be favored

help chart the course toward

meet accountability needs will

the country.

be enhanced dramatically:'

over another;' Mandela said.

JMU's 100th birthday, is avail-

"We are of one color, a rain-

able through JMU's home page

bow nation. "Come to South

at www.jmu.edu/centennial

Colorprint U.S.A.: Span -

Erwin says educational

ning the States in '98 includes

assessment specialists exam-

the professor's colorful Royal

Krush, a print from seven

the end. The remainder of

hand-drawn stencils.

the course work, including

Mccaslin says, "The image

assignments and faculty guid-

is based on a collage of draw-

ance, can be completed online.

ings and imagery plundered

The program is a collabo-

from children's toys and foil-

ration between the colleges of

wrapped chocolates:'

Business and of Integrated

He was selected to represent Virginia in Colorprint by
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Health Sciences department sizes up fat and lean

Take two men, each standing
6 feet in height and weighing
225 pounds. One is an athlete,

Science and Technology.
-Andy Perrine ('85)

the other lifts nothing heavier
than a beer. Yet, according to the

exhibition curators Lynwood
Kreneck, a Texas Tech University art professor, and
Mark Pascale, assistant curator of prints and drawings at
the Art Institute of Chicago.

national BMI (body mass index)

EansuHants bring
eapertise ta rlass

every state is represented in

consultants into the classroom.

the show. Each artist con-

Faculty member Glenn

tributed enough prints to

Smith teaches the course with

allow museums and galleries

consultants from American

to exhibit the same works

Management Systems, Ander-

simultaneously.
- Janet Smith ('81)

sen Consulting, Ernst &Young,
Business

Impact

Booz Allen

Systems,

& Hamilton,

Broughton Systems, Computer

Online infa serurity
m.B.A. is first euer

Data Systems, and Pricewa-

Business and government

terhouseCoopers. More com-

have asked for it. Students

panies committed for the

Sciences

Corp., Electronic

have been looking for it. Now,

spring semester. Class enroll-

it finally exists. This coming

ment is limited and competi-

fall, JMU will offer a brand

tive. Students have to apply to

new M.B.A. with a concentra-

take the class.

tion in information security.

The idea for the course

No other advanced degree

popped up during a recruit ing meeting between Computer Information Systems

M.B.A. that I could get my

professors and Coopers &

hands on;' says Kathy Kincaid,

Lybrand in October 1997.

vice president of information

Tina Pultz of Coopers encour-

security for IBM Worldwide.

aged the faculty to develop

JMU's 25-month M.B.A

the course, while she made

will employ the latest Internet-

contact with the consultants

based remote learning tools,
with classes meeting once at

The BMI, which calculates
body mass and corresponding

consulting course offered since
fall semester brings real-life

"I would hire every'infosec'

overweight as the couch potato.

A College of Business

At least one artist from

like it exists.

standards, the athlete is just as

who are now teaching it.
"We're very happy about

the beginning of the seven-

the course. The consultants

week courses and once at

were pleased with the stu-

health risks using a single mathematical formula, cannot tell
Grad student Chad Lehman tries
out the 'BodPod,' technology that
David Wenos (right) says might
one day help change the assessment of body composition.

the difference between a pound
of fat and a pound of muscle.
Health Sciences professors
and students aim to change that

fallacy using the BodPod, an air displacement plethysmograph,
one of only about I 00 such devices nationwide.
"A key advantage of the BodPod is that it can differentiate
the percentage of fat and lean tissue, using computerized pres-
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person sitting inside the chamber:' says health sciences profes-

E
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sor David Wenos. "The focus will be on wellness, not numbers,
and that's where we can go far beyond the simple and unforgiving figures you get from the BMI calculation:'
In the classroom, students receive hands-on experience in
determining body composition as well as in "dealing with the
kinds of people who will become their clients in the real world:'
JMU's health sciences department is assembling a project that
could change how Americans view obesity and test how accurate
the BMI standard is.
"Using the BodPod, we'll start collecting body composition
data on different groups of people;' Wenos says. "With each person, we'll also use the standard BMI assessment. At the end of
the project, we'll compare the readings:'
''Additionally, the information we get from the BodPod, combined with personal diet and exercise data, can give us an accurate overview of wellness;' Wenos says. "Because many health-care
professionals consider body composition the single best indicator of the cumulative effects of physical activity and nutrition;'
the future may see BodPod tests as regularly prescribed as tests
that determine blood pressure and cholesterol.
- Charles Culbertson
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dents, and the student evalua-

whipping up taste sensations

the dish an old family recipe

tions are all positive:' says

in campus kitchens.

with a little added flair.

"Food is my passion:' says

As an extern, Limjoco

Limjoco, who graduated from

rotated through JMU's vari-

Bob Brookshire, CIS program director.
The course focuses on

JMU with a major in biology

ous dining facilities and also

the information systems con-

and a minor in nutrition. She

help prepare for the opening

sulting life cycle. It moves

returned to her alma mater's

of the Festival, JMU's upscale

through opportunity identifi-

dining services last fall to ful-

dining facility in the new Col-

cation, proposal development,

fill

her CIA "externship"

lege Center. While the CIA

project plan generation, re-

requirement under the wing

focuses on a classic French

of another CIA alumnus, JMU

cuisine, Limjoco's externship

design, package selection, out-

Head Chef Steve Mangan.

allowed her to learn about

successful

institutional food

coach, was appointed Feb. 19

sourcing, development, pre-

Mangan, who initiated the

sentation and documentation.

externship placement, also

The course also covers aspects

planned
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soccer

by JMU President Linwood

services offered me so many

H. Rose as the university's

Professional chefs from a

opportunities:' says Limjoco.

interim athletics director.

dozen states and England

She cites the special events

traditionally not learned until

converged on JMU for a

associated with Parents Week-

search committee to conduct

graduates are on the job.

"mystery basket" competition

end and Homecoming.

a national search for the

10

M

men's

competition.

- Andy Perrine ('85)

A

service.

Tom Martin, JMU's highly

"The diversity of JMU's dining

work, and business culture -

M
E

men's saner coach
named interim AD

quirements analysis, system

professionalism, team -

J

Tom Martin

Alumna stirs up
campus kitchens

the

requiring them to create 10

Limjoco says she also

Rose also appointed a

athletics director's position.

servings of a four-course

learned a lot about managing

The

meal using ingredients kept

and handling a staff, which is

headed by vice president for

secret until starting time.
Limjoco

received

her

committee

is

being

extremely important in the

administration and finance,

restaurant and food business.

Charles W. King.

Limjoco

bronze medal in the competi-

Limjoco has returned to Hyde

King's search committee

('96) won the bronze medal

tion between JMU staff and

Park, N.Y., to continue her

will make recommendations

When

Mariel

at the Shenandoah Valley Hot

student cooks, which required

chef studies at the CIA. She

to Rose on filling the posi-

Food Competition, it was just

the creation of two servings

will graduate in September

tion. "We plan to provide suf-

icing on the cake for JMU.

of one course they selected in

with a degree in associates

ficient time to recruit the best

The student of the world-

advance. Limjoco chose a Fil-

and occupational studies.

possible

renowned Culinary Institute

ipino entree of red snapper,

of America spent a semester

egg rolls and rice. She called

- Martha McKee ('99)

person

for

this

important position but we'll
do so in a timely fashion:'
King says.
Other search committee
members are: C.B. Claiborne,
associate professor of marketing; Judith A. Flohr, associate professor of kinesiology
and former swimming coach;
Joe Funkhouser, a Harrisonburg real estate executive and
president of the Duke Club
Board of Directors; Coleen
Kreiger, a JMU field hockey

As an "extern," Limjoco ('96) helped create meals for the Exchange, the international food option in the new upscale
dining facility in the College Center, the Festival. Here, she prepares vegetable stir-fry.

player; Donna L. Harper, director of the University Health

Center and University Recre-

Dukes' coach for four seasons,

ation and a former JMU stu-

who accepted an assistant

dent-athlete; Ray V. Sonner,

coach's position with the

president of the JMU Founda-

National Football League's

tion, and Challace McMillin,

Minnesota Vikings. Wood

professor of kinesiology and

will coach Minnesota's quar-

JMU's first football coach.

terbacks and will work under

Former Athletics Director

Dennis Green.
Before going to Baylor, the

in January that he would step

45-year-old Matthews was

down on March 15.

assistant coach at Georgia

"I feel good about Dr.

from 1996-98 and an assis-

Martin's role in JMU athletics

tant at Marshall from 1990-

over the years;' says President

95. Georgia won two bowl

Rose. "He and I share a

games during his tenure with

common understanding that

the team. He also coached

student-athletes need to excel

Champ Bailey, who was rec-

as scholars as well as athletic-

ognized as the nation's top

competitors:'

defensive

Martin has posted an
outstanding record as men's

1998

Georgia led the Southeastern
Conference in interceptions.

soccer coach. Martin's teams

While at Marshall as defen-

have won 313 games over the

sive coordinator and assistant

past 22 years -

the last 13

head coach, Matthews was

years at JMU -

and he has

part of a program that won

never coached a team with a

the NCAA Division I-AA

losing record. He will main-

national

tain

his

soccer

coaching

responsibilities while serving
as interim athletics director.
Martin's JMU teams went
to the NCAA playoffs five years
in a row, 1992 through 1996,
and his West Virginia Wesleyan teams won two national
NAIA championships.
- Fred Hilton

championship

in

1992, finished as the Division
I-AA national runner-up in
1991, 1993 and 1995,and was
a Division I-AA semifinalist
in 1994. Marshall was consistently among the better defensive teams in the Southern
Conference during his tenure
there, and the Thundering
Herd in 1991 and 1995 led the
nation in total defense and in

matthews takes
Dukes' helm, Woad
leaves far Vikings
JMU introduced Baylor
defensive coordinator Mickey
Matthews as its new football
coach March 22. Matthews
succeeds Alex Wood, the

first ladies, the U.S. Mint issued
the Dolley Madison Com-

Don Lemish had announced

player. In

In celebration of one of America's most vibrant and gracious

1993 in scoring defense.
Before joining Marshall,
Matthews had assistant coaching positions at Southwest
Texas State, Texas Christian,
Houston, Texas-El Paso, West
Texas State and Kansas State.

- Gary Michael

memorative Silver Dollar earlier this year. It is the first U.S.
coin to feature a first lady and
was designed by Tiffany & Co., one
of the world's most recognized
names in fine design.
Proceeds from sales of the
coin will help build the endowment of Montpelier, the home
of James and Dolley Madison.
"This coin not only honors
the legacy of Dolley Madison,
but also provides for the longterm protection of her beloved
Montpelier, where future generations will learn about the
Madisons and their role in

The obverse face features a young
Dolley, her faced framed by the
Cape jasmine flowers she loved,
and the Madison-era Ice House
Temple, which still stands today
at Montpelier. The reverse of the
coin features a pastoral scene of
the Montpelier mansion.
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shaping America;· says Richard
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Moe, president of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

sp

The trust oversees Montpelier and other historic properties.
The coin is part of a larger effort by the National Trust to raise
awareness of the Madison legacy and to enlist public support for
Montpelier's preservation. During remarks at Montpelier last
summer, First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton called Dolley a
"woman of strength, of conviction, energy and joy. She was not
only a wonderful hostess but a very skilled diplomat with a
tremendous political ear who could bring people together:'
Dolley served as White House hostess for 16 years, first during
the term of the widowed Thomas Jefferson and then during the
administration of her husband, James. She also assisted succeeding U.S. presidents. Dolley was the first U.S. president's wife
to be called a first lady. President Zachary Taylor coined the phrase
at her eulogy in 1849. He said, "She will never be forgotten
because she was truly our first lady for a half-century:'
For more information about the commemorative silver dollar,
see the advertisement on the back cover, call the U.S. Mint at
(800) USA-MINT or visitwww.dolleycoin.nationaltrust.org
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An artist with a
spring in his step
Russ Coleman runs miles
every day, miles in the morning
before classes at James Madison University, miles in the
afternoon after classes. He runs
miles on the weekends and
more miles during vacations.
When he runs, Coleman
notices little about his surroundings, not the beauty of
the landscape when he competes in cross-country races,
not the uniqueness of the terrain when he trains on the
road or at a track. He stays
focused on his sport.
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When Coleman 1s not

Last fall
Colemanrqn
his best cross.
count17 !ieasgn
ever ar!Ji. IJel:pedt.
pushfi/s team

sion - art.

to its besP

my art is not related to my

running, he has another pas"I know it is strange, but

season ever.

running;' said Coleman, a

M
A

Hatboro-Horsham graduate.

D
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"Those two worlds of mine
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Track and cross country

says his running is about

Coleman will remain at

runner Russ Coleman, who

pushing or forcing himself to

JMU for a fifth year to stu-

was featured in the accompa-

a physical limit.

dent-teach and run one more

nying Philadelphia Inquirer

"Coleman

has

really

never

come

together. Mostly, my art is

I

V
E
R

have

indoor/outdoor track season.

related to other parts of my
life - nature, my friends:'
And there are two sets of
friends, from each world.

story in December, is an art

learned how to control inten-

"It's great;' he says. "I felt

"When I tell people I'm

major concentrating in edu-

sity levels;' says head cross-

cheated from two years of

an artist, they really don't

cation and minoring in art

country coach Pat Henner.

running

my

expect it;' said Coleman,

history. "Oil painting and

"Coleman has always had

injuries.... I plan to paint and

whose main disciplines are

because

of

drawing is what I love;' says

great amounts of intensity to

run as much as possible next

painting and drawing. "I

Coleman, who is also an avid

help him run, but over the

year;' he says. "Those are the

know it's an interesting com-

outdoorsman and fisherman.

years he has realized how to

two things I completely love."

An exhibit this

use it;' says Henner. That con-

And after he graduates,

year at

bination, and certainly not
the most predictable:'

JMU's Zirkle House dis-

trol is extremely important,

Coleman says, 'Tm very inter-

Coleman has two shows

played his abstract paintings

because a runner must learn

ested in continuing racing:'

of his works scheduled for

and ceramic sculptures.
Yet, when the paintbrush

not to use these high emo-

But he also mentions pursu-

this school year, one at a cen-

tional states at the wrong

ing museum studies, teach-

ter on the campus in Har-

rests and the sculptures are

times and leave himself empty

ing, or studying painting and

risonburg, Va., and the other

left to dry, Coleman runs. He

in the end.

drawing at graduate school.

at an off-campus gallery.

indoor season because of tendinitis. As a sophomore, he red-

in art and gain a teaching cer-

shirted in the outdoor season

tificate. After college, he wants

because of a muscle imbal-

to run professionally on the

ance in his left hamstring.
Last season, Coleman made
Coleman's landscape captures an unnatural city - a curved and distorted
building under an artificial yellow glow.

Despite the push to have

Coleman complete his degree

European circuit, but if his
running cannot continue, he

strong campaigns in indoor

expects his passion for art to

and outdoor track, earning

absorb what time he had

all-American honors indoors

devoted to sport.

Coleman earned all-Amer-

in a relay and placing well in

his work ready to exhibit,

ican status a week later at the

several key invitationals out-

artist;' Coleman said. "The

Coleman has managed to

NCAA national meet in Law-

doors. "My goal this year is

Olympics are coming up, and

remain

focused

on

"Ultimately, I'll be an

his

rence, Kan. He finished 39th

to just stay healthy and have

that's certainly a dream. But I

other passion, and he just fin-

in a field of 255 runners,

a good indoor and outdoor

don't know about my run-

ished the most successful

completing the 10-kilometer

season;' Coleman said. "Very

ning career. And coaching is

cross-country season of his

event in 31:15.

simply, I want to run the

another option to be explored.

best I can."

Only time will tell:'

college career.

"Initially, I was a little dis-

After his weighty contri-

couraged. I wanted to race

Spending a fifth year at

butions to James Madison's

better;' said Coleman, who

James Madison will help

success, Coleman put together

earlier this season helped the

a tremendous race in the

Dukes win the Colonial Ath-

NCAA Southeast Regional on

letic Association team title by

Nov. 14 in Greenville, S.C. He

finishing fifth as an individ-

claimed the individual title,

ual. "I was a little sick the next

finishing the 10,000-meter

day, so it must have been com-

race in 30 minutes, 6 seconds.

ing on. But that's no excuse.

With 800 meters to go,

Eventually, I was proud of

Coleman was in fifth place

what took place. I wasn't feel-

and starting his kick. With 100

ing good, but I still went out

meters remaining, just two

and got all-America:'

runners were in front of him.

Despite his college success

Feeling stronger, he said to

and his PIAA state cross-

himself, "I can beat these guys."

country title as a senior at

"Every time you go out,

Hatboro-Horsham, Coleman

you look for the perfect race;'

prefers much shorter dis-

Coleman

tances than the BK and lOK.

said. "The race

where you feel good, you exe-

As a senior, he also won the

cute the race plan, and every-

3,200-meter

PIAA

state

thing goes right. At districts,

crown, and he believes his

it was just one of those things

strongest events are the SK,

where it all went my way."

3K and mile runs.

After he crossed the finish

Though his cross-country

line, Coleman needed a few

eligibility is finished, Cole-

steps to realize the scope of

man has two full years left in

his accomplishment, which he

indoor and outdoor track. In

called the biggest victory of

his first year at James Madi-

his career.

son, he redshirted in the

Reprinted with permission from the
Philadelphia Inquirer, Dec. 24, 1998
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Another slam-dunk

Oscar-nominated

Hoop Dreams filmmaker
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and former JMU hoopster Steve James ('77) returned to
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the court in February with Passing Glory, a TNT pro-
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duction about Louisiana's first integrated high school

G

basketball game. Directed by James and starring Homi-
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cide's Andre Braugher, the film is set in segregation-era
Louisiana. It tells of an unorthodox African-American
priest (Braugher) who coaches an all-black high school
basketball team. He exhorts his players to challenge
social conventions by organizing a game between his
undefeated team and a rival undefeated white team. The
head-to-head competition results in an inspiring story
of the discovery of mutual respect that crosses racial
boundaries. Based on a true story, Earvin "Magic" Johnson and Quincy Jones produced the film.
In addition to Hoop Dreams (1994) and Passing

Glory, James' films include the 1997 Prefontaine, 1993
Higher Goals, 1991 Grassroots Chicago and 1986 Stop Substance Abuse. James also is working on Grand Master
Flash, Stevie and The New Immigrants.

1

CECIL BRADFIELD has flopped an age-worn cop-out firmly on its hypocritical head. "Do
as I do, not as I say;' sums up the educational approach of the sociology professor and Aging
and Family Studies program director.
Whether it's visiting residents in nursing homes, working with Harrisonburg's homeless
at Mercy House or cleaning an outhouse in rural Appalachia, "Dr. B." never asks a student to

Doas I

do something he's not willing to do himself.

0

"He walks the talk;' says Elizabeth Whiston-Dean (M.A. '92), former Bradfield protege
and director of community service at Mary Washington College.
Many JMU programs bear the Bradfield stamp of authorship or influence -

Commu-

nity Service-Learning, Alternative Spring Break, Elderhostel, the Lifelong Learning Institute,
the Aging and Family Studies program, to name a few. They are all part of Bradfield's efforts

not as I

say

to push his lessons and his students beyond theoretical notions of social issues into the world
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of real people caught up in real life.
Over his 28 years at JMU, his programs have coalesced into a major component of what
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the university calls its "total undergraduate education" - supplementing or integrating class-
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room learning with experiences that shape personal development, hone decision-making
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abilities, offer leadership skills and encourage collaboration among diverse individuals.
There's scholarship behind his efforts, but it's Bradfield's application that most gains converts
among students. The professor teaches by example to combine scholarship with stewardship.

to blend stewardship and scholarship
I

I'

•

I

!

I t 's th e not ion th 8'
1

An ordained Lutheran minister, Brad-

instance, students traveled annually to Clay

field blends his vision of education with his

County, Ky., one of the poorest of America's

own spirituality and philosophy of caring.

poor counties, for a multi-week, 24-hour-a-

"Life is a stewardship;' he says. "It's the notion

day immersion in a completely different

that we have received therefore we give:'

culture. There they came face to face with

By rolling up his own sleeves and

the "boom or bust" coal mine economy, an

attacking complex social issues with a

unofficial unemployment rate of close to 50

hands-on, person-to-person simplicity, he

percent, poverty and limited educational

challenges students to throw off their blind-

opportunities. Students also saw a tenured

ers to the world around them and get

professor who was as comfortable lecturing

involved. "You are the 1 percent minority of

about the sociological trends that shape the

privilege in the world in terms of education,

culture as he was sorting clothes at the com-

wealth, health, access to technology;' he

munity thrift store, heading down the hill

often

[privilege)

with a bucket and a brush to clean the out-

expects of us some responsibility for the

house or pitching horseshoes with the com-

rest of the world:'

munity sages.
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Such involvement, he says, challenges

There they also learned to look beyond

stereotypes and breaks down barriers that

the poverty and see the people, to see strong

divide. When visiting the barrios and vil-

basic values - less competition, taking care

lages of Mexico or the cities of East Ger-

of family, taking care of neighbors -

many, working in Appalachian coal coun-

are at the very core of Appalachian society.

try, or helping with social service agencies

"There are very few homeless people here;'

in Harrisonburg, students find they often

Bradfield says, "and very few homes for the

have much in common with those they

aging. They take care of their own:'

y

[top) Bradfield brought junior Kristin Mein and senior
citizen Sydney Nix together through the Intergenerational Internet project, an online forum that encourages communication across the generations.
[bottom) Ann Myers and Cecil Bradfield, who have
enjoyed a 20-year collaboration, visit Mercy House,
the Harrisonburg homeless shelter the two helped
establish. The professional partnership also produced
JMU's Center for Service-Learning, which now places
up to BOO student volunteers in community agencies,
including Mercy House. Current shelter director
Tracy Brown ['771, not pictured, says Bradfield
inspired her to change her major to sociology.

that

serve and get more than they give. With Brad-

There too, as in other courses and pro-

field there as mentor, motivator and friend

grams that Bradfield has taught or directed,

to nudge them along, students come away

students learned the value of reflection -

with a new understanding, an education.

of taking time to sort out new experiences,

During the decade-long Seminar in

new thoughts, new ideas and to ponder

Appalachia special studies course, for

what they mean. Nightly "walks with Dr. B"

hat we have received t herefore we give.'
to vent feelings and pose questions were a
staple of those Appalachian seminars. Similar strolls through campus or office chats
are standard fare at JMU.
Social Work Department Head R. Ann
Myers, with whom Bradfield has enjoyed a
20-year collaboration on presentations,
papers and projects -

including establish-

ing the Center for Service-Learning - calls
17
his availability and his approachability two
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of his greatest strengths. "A lot of good con-
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versation came when he was playing horse-
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shoes:' Myers says. "When the focus is not
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on conversation is when the best conversation takes place!'
Whiston-Dean, who served as CS-rs
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The 1992 Seminar in Appalachia crew straddles the Virginia-Kentucky state line on their way to Clay County, one
of America's poorest counties. The contrast is stark for students, who often come from among America's richest counties. "What I learned had a lot to do with charity and attitudes, those of the people we helped as well as
our own," says Rob Kaiser ('94), bottom right.

graduate assistant in the early 1990s,
remembers one typically hectic day when

L

she was racing through the CS-L office with

raises questions that beg for answers. Ques-

ship, vested "ownership" in the agencies stu-

more tasks to do than time to complete.

tions like, why does our affluent society

dents served, and responsibility. "The com-

"Liz, do you ever just be?" Bradfield asked

have the homeless, the hungry, the poor?

munity is not just a laboratory;' Whiston-

quietly. The question stopped her in her

Those questions are the cornerstone of

Dean recalls Bradfield's saying. "You can't

tracks and reminded her that life is more

JMU's CS-L, which Bradfield and Myers

treat it as an experiment. You have a respon-

than checking off lists. Equally important

started as a pilot program in 1987 on the

sibility to your agency and the people in it

are silence and meditation.

belief that incorporating "real-world expe-

to do a good job."

Reflection, Bradfield says, cements hands-

riences" in teaching benefits both students

The program quickly won strong admin-

on learning experiences, hones leadership

and the community. "We_started with the

istrative, faculty and community acceptance.

skills and turns students into teachers who

notion of connecting service and learning;'

Today CS-L places between 600 and 800

can share with others not only what they've

Myers says, rather than volunteerism. A

students a semester, and the university offers

done, but also what it means. Reflection also

notion that service-learning requires leader-

20 different classes that include a service-
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learning component. JMU's student-led

rallying call against the stereotypes of

Alternative Spring Break program offers 16

elderly as frail and senile, and in the LLI, a

trips, with students traveling throughout

program that Bradfield directed until last

the country and beyond. It received the

year. The LLI provides challenging learning

1998 Program of the Year Award from Break

opportunities for senior citizens and,

Away, the national organization that pro-

through its intergenerational component, a

motes community service by college stu-

forum for the meeting of traditional college

dents. And the San Francisco-based maga-

students and senior citizens in a common

zine, Mother Jones, included JMU in its top 10

setting of education.

list of schools "that prove activism and com-

In addition to founding and directing

munity service are alive and well on campus:'

CS-L, Elderhostel and LLI, Bradfield has

Robert Scott, vice president for institu-

18

developed and taught numerous courses -

tional effectiveness, says service-learning

like Homeless in America, Social Gerontol-

experiences serve JMU students well. "When

ogy, Medical Sociology and the Sociology

we look at what employers are asking in

of Death and Dying -

terms of our graduates, we see they want

countless papers. He has served as associate

individuals who understand how to work

vice president for academic affairs, speaker

and presented

effectively with diverse individuals in collab-

of the faculty senate, and acting head of the

J
A

orative environments, be part of the deci-

department of sociology, anthropology and

s

sion process. [Community service-learning]

social work. Last year he received the latest

experiences ... sensitize you to the world:'

in a string of awards - the James Madison
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Bradfield delights in seeing "stereotypes

Distinguished Alumni Service Award and

u

blown out of the water" and replaced with

the Virginia Association for Non Profit

common interests, respect and appreciation

Homes for the Aged Public Service Award.

for diversity. That passion is evident in the

Bradfield received the Dolley Madison

Aging and Family Studies program, where

Award for Community Enhancement in

the Bradfield-coined term "wellderly" is a

1997 and has been nominated by his
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lways stressed quality not quantity in hi
Beulah Bradfield and her youngest son, Cecil, on graduation day. "There's no question my mother was the
biggest influence on my life," he says. "She was my
biggest fan and a deeply spiritual woman. The idea of
!my going into! the ministry was her idea. She was
very much into that. " Middle: Bradfield's Seminar in
Appalachia takes him back to his roots, where, as a
sixth-grader in West Virginia Bradfield played the bass
drum. Bottom: Last year, Bradfield received the
James Madison Distinguished Alumni Service Award
from Alumni Association President Hugh Lantz 173!.

department for the CASE "Professor of the

350 miles away to Capital University in

emphasis takes on a note of urgency. Last

Year" four times.

Columbus, Ohio, and Trinity Lutheran

year, he was diagnosed with Chronic Myeloid

He acknowledges his achievements and

Seminary for eight years of education.

Leukemia. He's put the idea of a bone mar-

accolades with humor and humbleness. "It's

Never mind that the cost for a year of

row transplant, the only known cure for the

always satisfying to help create something

school was nearly a third of the family's

disease, on the back burner -

that thrives without you:' But that's Brad-

income. Bradfield's mother reasoned, "If

because of the risks involved and the

field's style. While it's hard to think of the

you're going to be a preacher you'll need all

extended period of isolation the procedure

towering professor as a mother bird, in

this book learning:' The matter was settled.

would require. Isolation is not on Bradfield's

some ways the analogy fits. He delights in

In 1965 he was named pastor of three

agenda. He's off his daily doses of Interferon

creating and nurturing a project and those

small churches around Franklin, W.Va., but

and glad to be rid of the drug's side effects.

who will eventually lead it, then pushing

he was far from done with academia. He

He is taking an oral form of chemotherapy

both out of the nest to watch the fledglings

picked up a course or two at Madison to

and "living each day as fully as possible:'

soar on their own.

sandwich between visits with church mem-

"Sociological influences have shaped how

"He's a mentor m the true sense of

bers who were hospitalized in Harrison-

I've responded;' Bradfield explains. "I have

the word;' Myers says. "He's supportive

burg, and before long, he had completed

been helped by framing my situation in terms

behind the scenes. He never loses sight of

a master's in social science and acquired

of my discipline. I don't want you to think I

the bigger picture" -

the overall success of

a mentor, Elmer Smith, then head of

don't have some emotions about it, but the

a program, the people who are running it

JMU's sociology, anthropology and social

academic perspective has helped me cope."

and those it serves.

work department.

primarily
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So too have his lifelong observation

0
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T

p

that "death is a part of life" and "a good sup-

Perhaps the importance of mentoring

It was Smith who offered Bradfield a

and confidence in others comes from his

teaching post in 1971, and it was Smith who

port system of family -

background. Born and raised in rural West

once asked casually enough, "Cecil, have

my daughter, Ann -

Virginia, Bradfield is the youngest of five

you ever thought about working on a doc-

close friends. My faith is a big part of that."

E
L
I
E
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my wife, Nancy,

siblings, and a few

children and the only sibling to graduate

torate?" To Bradfield's "No;' he said simply,

And, he emphasizes, "part is a basic satisfac-

from high school and go to college. As a

"Well maybe you should." Bradfield did, and

tion with my life to this point. While I'd like

young teen, he decided he wanted to be a

earned a doctorate in sociology from

to live a long life, I've done and seen things

rural minister, a dream that would take him

American University in 1975.

I've never expected. If I think only of myself,

s

p
R
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N
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Bradfield has always stressed quality -

1 his

life. He's now

9
9

not quantity -

in his life, but now that

I'm very comfortable at this point, except
for those who will miss me:'

.
.
practic1ng what I've

'

reac e

'

'a lifelong learner and an active citizen'
would like all our service learners to be;' she
adds, "a lifelong learner and an active citizen."
Bradfield has reduced his involvement
on university committees but still is actively
teaching, researching and writing -

using

his own experiences for his most recent
paper for the Virginia Social Science Association titled "Living with Dying: A Sociologist Reflects on His Own Death."
"I reminded my students that you do
not stop your craft just because you have a
life-threatening illness;' he says.

20

Like Bradfield's daughter, Ann (rear), did when she was younger, Grant and Cole spend a lot of time on campus with
their grandpa. Together with wife, Nancy, and son-in-law, William Lowery, they constitute "a good family support system."

J

To those who know him, this pronouncement comes as no great surprise.
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Bradfield sees further opportunities to

long-time teacher of the course Sociology

While his illness has forced him to put his

M
A
D

do what he's always done - apply personal

of Death and Dying, he now seems to be

priorities squarely on his two great loves

experience to what he teaches. He's now

"practicing what I've preached."

of family and teaching, Bradfield continues

I

s

0

N

armed with his own experience of dealing

As Bradfield contemplates the end of his

I

with medical jargon, procedures and pro-

life, others consider the impact of his life

s

fessionals when he addresses medical topics

and of his commitment to service-learning.

Bradfield's greatest contribution, Scott

in his social issues class. And in an article

"Service-learning is a part of his life;'Whis-

says, is "how he's touched thousands of

published in the January 1999 edition of

ton-Dean says. "That's something that every-

lives." Count among them 28 years worth of

New Horizon: Tips and Resources for People

one he was overseeing could see. It was not

JMU students and, in turn, all those they

with Cancer, he notes that, as a pastor and

the flavor of the month. He is what we

have touched. •

u

to contribute the way he always has, person

N

V
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to person.
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lives
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thousands of

"Geology is one of the most
dynamic fields around," Cullen
erwood proclaims. Easy to say for
or who teaches about ...

Smithsonian conseNation scientist Janet Snyder
Douglas 1781 ana~es fine art objects using X-ray
fluorescence spectroscopy, in which X-roys bombard the surface of an object and produce
images that are characteristic of the elements present in the material. It's a technique that is ·great
for metal analysis - for instance, if you want to
detenmine if something is brass or bronze.· Douglas also uses X-ray diffraction, to see the intemol
structure of objects, and inlrared spectroscopy,
which shines inlrared light through a sample and
measures the resulting vibrations to help
detenmine its substance.

in geology:' The program incorporates
m ath, chemistry and physics . "It's a springboard into any area:'
From encounters with alligators to the
use of X-ray technology, geology graduates
have sprung into careers that are as diverse
as they are exciting. JMU alumni are exploring for oil, preserving wetlands, starting

promoting their own innovative technology.
In "one of the most unique applications
I've ever seen;' according to geology professor Lance Kearns, Janet Snyder Douglas
('78) uses minute samples of stone, jade,
gems, mineral pigments, metals, bronzes
and X-ray examination methods to date
and authenticate fine art.

SPECTROSCOPY
rock slides and shifting tectonic plates. But

ceremony, JMU geology alumni are hotter.

One of only 87 conservation scientists
in the nation, Douglas works for the Smithsonian's Department of Conservation and

his department has the graduates to prove it.

"We could have placed two times as

Scientific Research. She examines the Asian

With ever-newer state-of-the-art tech-

many graduates as we placed last year;'

art objects of the institute's Freer and

nology, heightened interest in environmen-

Sherwood says. The reason is JMU's reputa-

Arthur M. Sackler galleries.

tal preservation and El Nifio's sodden effect

tion. With classroom teaching, faculty-stu-

Douglas, who focuses primarily on the

on the landscape, the geology field is hot.

dent research and hands-on field experi-

Freer collections, analyzes the objects' com-

And with employers waiting to scoop

ence the three staples of the program,

position and examines objects the gallery is

up graduates after each commencement

"students really get a complete foundation

considering purchasing,

"We can tell ... basically the method of

biggest sites -

the Gulf of Mexico,

occasionally visits field sites, but more often

manufacture, the condition of the piece, the

Trinidad, Egypt, the North Sea, and off

works in his Houston office to interpret

extent of previous restoration:' she explains,

shore of the West Coast of Africa.

data, calibrate rock data to other geophysi-

as well as the restoration work a particular

As Amoco's primary rock property coor-

piece might need. She also helps determine

dinator, Brown is part of a team of 20 geolo-

whether a piece is authentic or a fake and

gists, geophysicists, economists, drilling engi-

Brown's geology foundation at JMU

advises on the best ways to conserve and

neers and others that determines whether a

included "key people who were really good

restore artwork. "All of our methods are

site contains oil or gas deposits and whether it's

professors" and a department that focused

geared to nondestructive techniques and

economically feasible to extract those deposits.

on undergraduates. "I stil l think Madison

minimal sampling;' says Douglas, who started

The 17-year Amoco veteran and his

does a really good job of educating their

her geology career in a more traditional

team use three-dimensional software tech-

undergraduates. I'd put it up against any

field - doing particulate mineralogy research

nology to visualize potential oil and gas

undergraduate program in the country!'

for the U.S. Bureau of Mines after receiving

sites on the computer. The goal is to offer

Brown knows what he's talking about.

a master's in geology from Bryn Mawr.

educated guesses, to predict what kinds and

Like so many other JMU geology graduates,

While hers is a meticulous science, it is

sizes of hydrocarbon reservoirs might be at

Brown has tested his undergraduate educa-

not always an exact one. "The process is

a particular site, "ahead of the [drill] bit." He

tion in graduate and post-graduate work.

cal tools, and test the integration and functionality of new computer software.

really amazing;' Douglas says. "It takes a
while to really unravel these things. Often
you can't just look at something and come
up with an answer in an afternoon. The
variety and the challenge never go away.
There's so much to learn, and it's not just

The objects that pas

through her

hands run from the "most rare, beautiful
and perfect object from 1000 B.C. to the

IMAGING

Alan Brown's ('77) Amoco team conducts extensive site
analysis to help pinpoint the most promising drilling
sites. Core samples indicate the kinds of rock at a particular site and the likelihood of hydrocarbon deposits.
Teams put signals into the ground or water to create
'mini earthquakes' and collect seismic readings that
'form a 3-D picture of the earth.' Brown also calibrates
rock data with other geophysical tools and tests the
integration an functionality of new computer software.

Jen Ayers Coats ('94) squeezed in two internships
and a Harvard graduate field course in paleoanthropology Her three-month study in Kenya fit well
with her double geology and archaeology majors.
"I thought this would be a really good area to go
into - a really good way to merge the two disciplines." Her background fit perfectly with determining whether changes in the sediment layers were
environmental or manmade, whether the high
concentration of human artifacts such as tools and
bones was because of human influence or river flow.

imaging it on the computer and making
interpretations of the data collected. "We
sort of bring the field into us."
"Information comes from core samples
of already drilled areas, from a variety of
electrical and acoustical logs that measure
how easily sound waves penetrate a particular area, and from seismic data gathered
from mini-earthquakes set off on the ocean
floor. The seismic waves from these signals
are recorded by the computer and turned
into "some incredible images. We can actually see what's down there."
Like any good investigative

P·ROSPI:

Coats' job turns up plenty of surprises. "If s
something new all the time. Sometimes you

He acquired petrophysics training through

Jennifer Ayres Coats ('94), who is just

an in-house Amoco program, a master's in

starting her career in the petroleum indus-

economic geology from the University of

try, echoes those sentiments. Coats is a geol-

A newcomer to the petroleum industry,

West Virginia, and is in the final stages of

ogist

for

Coats recently left behind academia with

completing his doctorate in geology from

Chevron, stationed in New Orleans, for six

one master's degree completed in geology

Louisiana State University.

months. Her main project is regional strati-

from the University of Indiana and two

graphic model of the entire Gulf of Mexico.

doctorates on hold. 'Tm happy to be out of

That continual education, always newer
technology and his travels make his career

and

Searching

regional

for

oil

stratigrapher

is

much

"like

expect things to be a certain way and they
turn out to be completely different."

academia. Right now I'm really enjoying

and field exciting. "You get a lot of freedom

prospecting." The oil industry knows what

my job and getting paid -

to do your thing at your pace;' Brown says.

general areas are producing oil. Her job is to

something other than Ramen noodles and

"You work with a lot of different people

figure out exactly where the trapped oil is.

macaroni and cheese!"

from around the world. And I get to apply

Like Brown's, hers is mainly an office job.

But the road to that paying job was

science, which I like. It's a lot of fun:'

"We do our field work on a computer" by

hardly straight. Following graduation from

and eating

I

JMU, Coats went to Kenya for three months

His business centers on a new applica-

"We've done holes as deep as 900 feet:'

to complete a graduate field course in

tion of technology, time domain reflect-

Kane says, which is 700 feet deeper than was

paleoanthropology from

that

ometry (TDR), originally used by the U.S.

previously possible. Data collection takes a

blended her double major of geology and

Bureau of Mines to monitor the potential

few minutes versus the hours required with

archeology. That course also introduced her

for cave-ins in coal mines. By adapting TDR

other methods. Sites are automatically mon-

to the variety of African wildlife in and

to landslide and slope stability situations,

itored at regular intervals using phone con-

along the banks of Kenya's Lake Turkana -

Kane can monitor sites quickly, accurately,

nections between the site and computers,

including hippos, cobras and a charging

relatively inexpensively and at a far greater

and if something at the site changes, phones

crocodile that sent her and a colleague rac-

depth than previously possible.

automatically call the computers.

Harvard

ing back for camp.
Graduate school at Indiana, with field
work in China and an internship with
Chevron and another with Phillips Petroleum sandwiched in, left her well-prepared
for her work in New Orleans. But, like
Brown, Coats believes her strong foundation in geology came from JMU.
"I was really nervous when I went to IU.
It was a Big 10 school, and the geology
department was really high up there:' Coats
says, "But when I got there I really realized
that the education I got at Madison was
very, very good of my counterparts:'

that is "a lot more exciting than I w0ukl
have ever imagined. This is where you're on
the cutting edge of technology:'
Innovative technology has taken Bill
Kane ('79) from university professor to
entrepreneur and carved him a spot in the
growing geological fields of landslide evaluations, slope stability and site assessments.
His business KANE GeoTech Inc., in
Stockton, Calif., began in March 1997,
spawned by the rash of mudslides triggered
by the rains of El Nino, and has since taken
him on jobs throughout the country.

Using TDR, Bill Kane (79)
augers a hole at a
monitoring site and lowers a coaxial cable into
the hole, then fills it with
concrete. A device
sends an electric pulse
down the cable. If the
cable is broken or bent
by the moving slope, the
pulse reflects back to
the cable tester. Data
collection takes only a
few minutes. Kane
(background) calls surfing buddy and engineering geologist John
Duffy ('77) "legendary
out here.' A self-made •
authority on rock falls,
Duffy champions flexible
barriers of woven steel
netting to control rock
slides along California's
mountainous highways.
'I have a lot of unique
experience with it,' he
admits. Twelve years of
research has made him
a popular speaker
around the world, especially in the Pacific Rim.

KANE Geotech is a family business

control them. Duffy came across this flexi-

the professors. That company always came

with Kane, one other technician, and his

ble barrier technology while researching

back to JMU."

wife Judy Kalbfleisch ('73) running the office.

rock falls in Europe.

Bob Johnson ('79) also has carved an

And while it has captured Kane's imagina-

Historically, California has put up huge

area of expertise in his field - dealing with

tion and entrepreneurial spirit, it does occa-

stationary barriers to address the problem

the environmental health and preservation

sionally rattle his nerves. "Being in business

of rock falls on its mountainous highway

of the Florida Everglades National Park.

for yourself is kind of scary;' Kane admits.

system. While they work, they're rigid,

As the park's research director, Johnson

"You worry more about the economy!'

expensive to build and maintain, and pre-

manages about 60 scientists including

sent environmental problems -

hydrologists, botanists and marine biolo-

It's a far cry from his former life. After
earning a master's and doctorate in civil

particu-

gists who study the wetlands and estuaries

larly for migrating animals.

engineering from Virginia Tech, Kane

The flexible barriers, a type of netting

of the park. Their main focus is the impact

launched a teaching career that included

made of woven steel cables and constructed

of upstream water management and human

stints at the University of Alabama,

as a fence, can absorb the dynamic energy

activities and how they affect the biology

Huntsville, and the University of Tennessee

of rolling rocks and are equal in strength to

and hydrology of the park. What they've

at Knoxville. Later, while at the University of

the rigid barriers but far less expensive to

found is not good.

the Pacific in California, students voted

build and maintain, Duffy says. They also

Today, half of the wetlands that were

create fewer obstacles for migrating animals

part of the historical boundaries of the

a fitting tribute to his JMU mentor. "Dr.

and are visually more appealing because

Everglades are gone - a result of draining

Sherwood was one of the biggest influences

vegetatio can grow in and around them.

for flood control and urban development

of my career" and a model for his own

Because o fiis 12,._y:ears of research and

that started in the 1940s. What seemed like

teaching, Kane says. "Dr. Sherwood could
take students on a geology field trip, look at

er at

aster -

formations and different soils, and then

Rim,

through the Everglades, decreased water

weave into the picture how it all affected the

most recently at the Hong Kong conference

quality, drying marshland, loss of native

Civil War, the way people lived, the prosper-

on Rock Fall and Debris Flow Mitigation.

fish populations and invasive exotic plant

ity of the area'' -

He is also a member of the Transportation

species crowding out native species.

he showed how every-

thing is related.

drastically reduced flow of water

Research Board in Washington, D.C., and

What's at stake is not simply the envi-

Kane now satisfies his love of teaching

is chairman of the Engineering Geology

ronmental health of the Florida Everglades,

by serving as a part-time faculty member at

Committee, a subsidiary of the National

Johnson contends. The entire Everglades

UOP and, in the future, teaching continuing

Science Foundation.

issue is "very much tied to the future sus-

education classes at the University of Cali-

Like other geology grads, Duffy attrib-

tainability of the population of South

utes much of his success in his field to JMU.

Florida:' At risk are the quality and quantity

He also regularly crosses paths with

"I felt without a doubt that my JMU educa-

of South Florida's urban and agricultural

John Duffy, ('77), an engineering geologist

tion got me going, got me started. I cer-

water supply as well as the environmental

at the California Department of Trans-

tainly got my first job as a geologist with

health of the entire region.

portation, self-made authority on rock falls

North American Exploration out of Char-

"It's a case of a small problem a long

and champion of new flexible barriers to

lottesville because of JMU's reputation and

time ago that probably could have been

fornia at Berkley.

solved, but it was let go too long and now it's
a big problem that costs billions to address;'
says Johnson, whose wife, Barbara Boeshore,
graduated from JMU in 1979.
Johnson and his team are taking an
active role in Florida's $7.8 billion Comprehensive Review Study for Central and
Southern Florida, a restoration initiative to
save the Everglades that includes constructing holding basins to catch rainfall for
municipal and agricultural uses. As one of
the biggest landowners in the area, the park
service will put in close to $1 billion toward
the restoration initiative.
"We do a lot of stuff outside the park
boundaries;' Johnson says. That work
involves teaming with other Department of
Interior agencies to define and determin

monitoring anclresearch on those targets.

oh:fison sees a direct link between his
work and his background in geology and
hydrology. He earned a master's in environmental science from the University of Virginia with an emphasis on geomorphology
-

the study of the factors that sculpt the

earth's surface. His master's work led to a
job at the Coastal Research Center in Virginia's Tidewater. In 1983 he landed among
the flora, swamps, exotic birds and alligators of the Florida Everglades.
Like Johnson, JMU's geology graduates
are turning up in exciting places and playing exciting roles. Their jobs span the disci-

pline and the globe and push the limits of
technology and the limits of the discipline.
Put simply, geology rocks. •

FLORIDA WETLANDS
When the Florido Everglades Notional Pork started being drained in the 1940s, proponents of the plan
didn't calculate the impact of the loss of wetlands, explains research director Bob Johnson. 'Clearly the
priority was on ur,ban development - not on environmental concerns.' Like a huge, self-cleaning sponge,
the wetlands soak up, hold and clean water. But with the loss of so much of the wetlands, that natural
sponge can't hold as much water, nor can it filter it as thorough~. Today Johnson concentrates on "repairing
the natural plumbing system of the region' so that human activities have less impact on the environment and
water supplies for the future are protected.
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HEN PETER FINCH was "mad

about Terrence Johnson, a man convicted of

That a killer received banner accolades

as hell'' in Network, he threw

killing two Maryland police officers. Johnson

and a hero only a blurb maddened Cosgriff.

open the window of his corpo-

was being released after 16 years in prison

"I just didn't think it was right;' he says. "So I

rate high-rise and yelled that he wasn't"gonna

and the article, appearing on the Post Metro

decided that I wanted to do something.

take it anymore:'

section front page, praised him for his reha-

About the only thing I knew how to do at

bilitation and plans of becoming a lawyer.

that point was creating web pages. So I sat

{

/

When his own sense of decency and fair
play had been injured, Chris Cosgriff ('99)

The second Washington Post article

took a more quiet and constructive approach.

appeared soon after. The story was about

And his solution has spoken volumes.

a police officer in Philadelphia who was

Early in 1996 the JMU freshman had

killed on duty. The article was two para-

read two articles in The Washington Post that

graphs long and appeared buried somewhere

upset him. The first article was a feature story

in the middle of a section.

Just hours ofter a trogedY, police deportments and grieving families from around the country contact Cosgriff (pictured
left at the Notional Low Enforcement Memorial in Washington, D.C) with the news of yet another fallen officer. The first
person to contact Cosgriff only a few days ofter he created the site was Todd Peney (above at on annual candlelight vigil in
Washington) of Fort Lauderdale, who reported that his twin brother, Bryant, was killed Jon. 6, 1996.

down and created one."

29

Cosgriff had no idea that his

Despite the site's popularity and the

impulse would lead to an internation-

praise Cosgriff receives, it's tough to describe

ally renowned effort. The web site he

the ODMP in the positive terms of success.

created is called the Officer Down

Visiting the site (www.odmp.org), looking at

Memorial Page (ODMP) and it's

photographs of dead officers and reading

devoted

law

about their left-behind 18-month-olds leaves

enforcement officers killed in the

behind a sad awe. The running tally of slain

line of duty. In just three years the

police officers this year on the main page is

ODMP has become one of the most

depressing. But, with page after page memo-

to

memorializing

visited memorials in the world.
The ODMP has been embraced fully by

30

rializing officers through the years, it's clear
that the ODMP is an enormous effort -

the international law enforcement commu-

an effort requiring lots of people and

nity. Actually, they depend on it; cops from

money. Incredibly though, Cosgriff receives

Canada to Australia and in every U.S. state go

no compensation from the site, and he

to the site as soon as rumors spread of yet

maintains it alone.

another fallen brother or sister. Grieving

Such altruism is unusual, but Chris Cos-

family members get in touch directly

griff is an unusual person. Behind his con-

with Cosgriff within hours of

temporary good looks and fast smile, his

their tragedies. In fact, most

integrity and commitment to an ideal make

of the information for the

him seem as if he's from another time.

ODMP comes directly

Maybe Debra Valenzuela of Concerns of

to Cosgriff now that his

Police Survivors (COPS) gets it right when

site is so widely known. Even

she says, "I think Chris is an actual angel:'

the National Law Enforcement

COPS is a national organization that helps

Officer's Memorial in Washington,

families of fallen officers. "Every morning

D.C., receives most of its information

when I get to work I log onto the ODMP first

about fallen officers from him. "Usually,

thing. I'd say that 90 percent of the time I get

before the National Memorial hears from

my information about officers who have died

police departments who have lost an offi-

from Chris' site first. I don't know how he

cer, they hear about it from me;' he says.

does it;' she says.

Cosgriff grew up in northern Virginia.

Chris just does things without saying much."

With so many people visiting the site daily,

As a high schooler he was an Explorer, which

The pride in Judy Cosgriff's voice is clear but

the ODMP is hot property. Advertisers

is "basically a junior police officer;' he says.

without surprise. Chris is written about often

would love to hawk their products there. But,

He also hung around the City of Fairfax

in the media. He and the ODMP are men-

Cosgriff says, "Even though I get offers all the

Police Department. "I made a lot of good

tioned frequently in print and on air when

time to put advertising on the site, I just don't

friends there. By the time I made it to college,

another police officer dies in the line of duty.

feel that would be right." Profiting from the

I realized that all cops are just

death of police officers

normal people except that

would be tasteless, yet easy

they care about everyone

to imagine in the modern

else's safety to the point that

Internet culture obsessed

they would die for someone

with discovering how to

they don't know.'' It's this

generate monetary profits.

affection for police that com-

But Cosgriff uses no cash

pels Cosgriff. And despite the

yardstick to measure his

moving nature of his efforts,

success with the ODMP.

his passion comes across in

He has no other personal

an oddly plain way. He speaks

motivations

matter-of-factly about how

no aspirations for law

much he cares, and his sin-

enforcement,

cerity is disarming.
This unpretentiousness is no surprise to

"He was civic-minded very young, too;'

Judy and Bob Cosgriff. His mom says, "We've

his father says. "Chris got involved with a

always called him 'the little man with a plan.'

crew to deliver food and drinks to fire fight-

Once when Chris was just a toddler, his older

ers on the job. It seemed like he was always

brother and sister were playing with a ball

doing things like that. We're very proud of

and it rolled behind our couch. Well, as they

Chris;' he says. "In a way I look up to him for

argued over who's fault it was and who would

what he has done.''

have to fetch it, Chris quietly climbed behind

What makes Cosgriff's impact on the

the couch, got the ball, gave it to his brother

World Wide Web truly uncommon is that he

and walked off. He's always been like that;

refuses to profit from the ODMP.

Cosgriff finds it difficult to think of his web site in terms of positive success when he must regularly add
photos of fallen heroes, like (clockwise from top) James Cook, Dewey Scherbo and Scott lewis, to the
ODMP. Cosgriff also participates in Operation Security Blanket, which displays a quilt made entirely from
low enforcement agency patches (left).

either
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no relatives killed in the line of duty. "It's

try a quilt made completely of law enforce-

just something I do in my spare time:'

ment agency patches.

maintain the site, he smiles modestly and
looks away. "I still

time

really believe in the

begins his career in information technology

Cosgriff has auto-

ODMP. The police

with Capital One in Richmond. Starting a

mated the site. Now

officers deserve it:' +

full-time career and beginning adult life

the depressing task

doesn't dampen his fire for the ODMP, how-

of updating requires

ever. "It's not something that I could just

less time than when

stop now. It's got a life of its own." In addi-

he

tion to hundreds of agencies around the

guess I still spend at

country using the information on the

least 10 hours a week

ODMP for training, Cosgriff writes a regu-

on the ODMP;' he says.

lar column in Southern Lawman Magazine

And although Cosgriff's

and he is part of Operation Security Blan-

demeanor is straightforward,

ket, a project that displays around the coun-

when pressed why he will indefinitely

To

Cosgriff graduates this month and

save

started

Cosgriff's web site has
made him welcome at
police departments whenever he visits. And although
he has no law enforcement
aspirations for his own
career, his visits sometimes
include ride-alongs with officers as they speed from call to
call. The graduating senior recently
participated on a JMU panel to
improve police-student relations and was
interviewed for CopNet Radio, a nationally
syndicated radio show.

it. "I
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One of the best ports of traveling con be

like Sam's and Costco, OubComputer is an

For o dose of historv don't miss professor

running into friends ond acquaintances. When

online computer products marketplace offering

Devin Bent's site, James Madison: His legacy

you're traveling the web, chances are increas-

over 50,000 items at on overage of 15 percent

ing that you'll run into some JMU folks. Here is

below prices ot Staples and Office Depot. Most

man and not his namesake, this site is a deep

o handful of imaginative and infonnotive sites.

members ore small businesses, but anyone

trove of history that gives Jomes Madison lije_

There's lorry Coller ('92) ond Bill Corey

con join. Visitors con make purchases before

Bent sovs !hot he's gelling more than 2,000 hits

('92) at their wildly successful site, WaUStreet-

joining, too. The web interface is fun to navi-

a week from people oH over the country who

Sports

gate and it's o lot easier lo buy there than ot

read about Madison's role in building the notion.

y

. It's o place

where sports fans and stock market aficionados trade fantasy shores of professional ath-

most online stores.

For even more infotmolion about the life

Gene Hickmon ('84) and Dallas Gibson

and heritage of Jomes Madison, there's Mont-

letes. WollStreetSports hos real-time pricing

('91 ), along with Mike Field, opened their first

pelier

and operates just like a real stock market. And

AutoMoH Online

the Madison estate.

with about 210,000 subscribers, WoHStreet-

store in the Springfield !Va.I Moff in January lo

Sports is one of the World Wide Web's most

help consumers find the right car ot the right

the web; the hosls would be hoppv to see you.

visited sites. Membership is free.

price. They poir the trodilionol storefront with

And don't forget you con find the online

the informolion-galhering abilities of the Inter-

version of Montpelier, the JMU magazine,

... .

And then there's Dennis Troa ('78) and his
site Club(omputer

.

Based on the principle of membership stores

, , , ,

, ,• •

Drop in on these sites while you're out on

net. The threesome plans o lolol of six store-

fronts ond hos controds with 30 auto dealers.

, the web site of

ond aH you
need to know about JMU

>.
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With a balsa wood scale model and a video display (bottom), ]MU President Linwood H. Rose
and Nancy ('71) and Hugh Lantz ('73) made
regional presentations for alumni gatherings
about JMU's future Alumni Center. The Lantzes
head the center's volunteer leadership committee
and have made a major gift to support the building and its programs.
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President 1111 presents the future
hama far th1 famlly al ffladlsan'
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Toting a scale model and video presentation, President Linwood H. Rose was on
the road this spring to outline plans for the
university's future Alumni Center, which
will be built on the east side oflnterstate 81.
"In talking with alumni and students, I
discovered the need for a place on campus
to call home:' Rose told gatherings of
alumni in Richmond and Harrisonburg,
"a physical structure that houses the tradition of our institution and serves as a bridge
that ties the past, present and future. A
place where alumni can come and students
can begin to feel a sense of belonging to
the family of Madison. That place is the
Alumni Center:'
Groundbreaking for the 19,000 squarefoot building that will serve as campus
headquarters for JMU's 62,000-and-growing
alumni body is tentatively scheduled for
early this summer, while completion of construction is tentatively planned for Homecoming 2000.
"We could feel the enthusiasm and support for the project grow as the evening
progressed;' says Hugh Lantz ('73), president of the JMU Alumni Association.
'i\lumni asked questions and shared their

own stories of how JMU has had an impact
on their lives and careers:'
As co-chairs of the Alumni Center Program Fund leadership committee, Hugh
and Nancy ('71) Lantz introduced the president and the Alumni Center project at the
alumni receptions and then turned the
evenings over to Rose.
"We are an institution with a rich heritage;' the president said. "As our institution
has evolved and grown over the decades
and our curriculum has expanded, we have
never lost touch with the true essence and
feel of the heart and soul of Madison. Our
focus was and has remained to provide an
environment that nurtures and prepares
students for life.
"With an alumni roster of 62,000 strong,
our alumni are our most important resource;'
Rose said. "JMU has been like a family to
our alumni:'
When they return to campus, JMU will
welcome them home in an Alumni Center
whose location will take advantage of other
new construction on campus, Rose explained.
Alumni will have access to a $26 million
conference facility that will abut the center
and to the recently built College Center,

which offers a large ballroom, a conference
suite, private dining facilities and a breakout room for receptions.
The $3 million cost of the Alumni Center will be funded through a partnership
between the university and private gifts
from among JMU's 62,000 alumni.
While "$1.5 million will actually be
raised by alumni for the building;' points
out Alumni Center Program Fund leadership committee member Dan Lynch ('84),
"alumni will have use of over $26 million
worth of facilities."
"We've had a really great response from
our alumni;' says Debra Wachter, director of
major gifts and coordinator of the fund
raising portion of the Alumni Center Program Fund. "We are looking forward to
meeting our goal and putting together a terrific building while providing a solid base of
funding to initiate new alumni programs:'
The class of 1949 has pledged to raise
$50,000 to name the center's Class of 1949
Terrace. At press time, the class had raised
$41,250 in pledges and hoped to have commitments for the entire $50,000 by their
50th reunion in April. So far about a third of
the class has made a gift or commitment, and
this project promises to have the greatest
participation of any reunion class gift to date.
'Tm so pleased that the funding will go
beyond just the physical building;' Lantz
says. "The real impact of the center will be
the new opportunities for learning, growth
and development for alumni."
- Wendy Jaccard(M.A. '97)
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When alumni return to campus in the fall of 2000, awaiting them will be a modern building of brick, block, glass and metal. But the great room, with its familiar bluestone fireplace, is a deliberate reflection of an earlier era, when the activities of "The Normal" and "Madison College" occurred primarily around the
bluestone buildings of the Quad. The revolving Madison memorabilia exhibits, to be housed in display cases on either side of the fireplace, will also tie together
alumni and experiences throughout the university's 90-year history.
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lantzes find that madisan
feeling keeps giving
1

1

JMU has been a family affair for Hugh
('73) and Nancy ('71) Lantz, who together
head the Alumni Center Program Fund
leadership committee. Although Hugh and
Nancy met and married after they graduated from JMU, the university continues to
be a focus of their own, their siblings' and
their children's day-to-day lives.
That Madison attachment inspired the
Lantzes to make a $53,264 gift of stock to
help build the center. They plan to add
another $50,000 later this year and hope
their gift will serve as a generous example
for other alumni to follow.
Nancy's roots tie back into the university's roots - education. The sociology
graduate is principal of Plains Elementary
School in Timberville, and her brother,
Lawrence A. Bowman ('71) and sister,
Margaret Bowman Simpson ('72) are also
involved in education.
"JMU has provided us with so many
memories;' she says. "The autumn leaves

were enjoyed not only by [our] children but
also their great-grandmother ... The sporting events have been family outings since
the children were infants."
"Our two kids, Jason and Crystal, now
17 and 15, are avid JMU sports fans. Jason
has attended nine JMU football camps;'
adds Hugh, who is a senior vice president at
Wheat First Union in Harrisonburg, president of the JMU Alumni Association Board
of Directors and a member of the JMU
Foundation Board of Directors.
The business and marketing graduate
played catcher on Madison's first baseball
team and returned to JMU to get his master's in school administration in 1980.
Hugh's brothers, Dennis D. ('75) and Keith
W. Lantz ('73) and sister, Kathy Lantz Caldwell, are also JMU alumni. Brother Chris
Lantz ('90) will soon return to JMU as a
biology professor.
"We want to make a financial contribution because we are proud of JMU;' Hugh
says. "We realize that the value of our JMU
degrees are worth more today ... because of
JMU's enhanced national reputation:'

It is like a stock increasing in price or
value:' he explains.
"We are particularly excited about contributing to the alumni center project
because it will directly benefit all JMU
alums. This facility and the programs it will
offer our alumni will help to establish traditions and bring about a special bond
between graduates over several generations.
"Had it not been for JMU, I would not
have gone to college;' Hugh adds. "JMU not
only prepared me for my vocation, but
showed me all the career opportunities
open to me I hadn't known about before.
"We decided to make a gift of this magnitude because we want other alumni to
understand the importance of giving back
in a significant way to JMU;' Hugh says. "As
alumni, we carry the responsibility of furthering the university's strength and reputation, and that takes real moneY:'
To find out more about the Alumni
Center Project and how you can contribute,
please contact Debra Wachter, director
of major gifts, at wachtedl@ jmu.edu or
(540) 568-3197.

Donar Ehallenges alumni ta
Eantinue mama Ding's legaEy
After a story on "Mama
Ding" and the university's
generations-long Dingledine legacy appeared in
Montpelier last year, gifts
in memory of "Mama
Ding" started turning up
in JMU's mailbox. Sent by
alumni whose lives were touched by Agness
Stribling Dingledine, the Normal School
graduate, alumnae secretary and Sigma
Sigma Sigma housemother.
Her marriage to professor Raymond
Dingledine Sr. produced history department head Raymond Dingledine Jr., who is
himself revered among later generations
of alumni. His sisters, Jane and Agness,
graduated from Madison College. In all, 10
Dingledine relatives have attended JMU. In
1983, a small scholarship effort began
to fund the Agness S. Dingledine Scholarship. All told, the Dingledine tradition has
lasted 85 years.
An anonymous donor has challenged
alumni to carry on the legacy. He has volunteered to match up to $10,000 of the gifts
alumni make to "Mama Ding's" scholarship
by June 30.
His goal is to raise the endowment of the
scholarship to $25,000 so that JMU can
increase its award to $1,250 to a deserving
student each year. The increased award
would help a gifted student stay in school,
concentrate on academics and defray (instate) tuition and fees approaching $9,000.
To make a gift, call (800) 296-6162 or
mail your check, payable to the JMU Foundation, to the Agness S. Dingledine Scholarship, MSC 8701, James Madison University,
Harrisonburg, VA 22807.

legaEy sEhalarships
benefit siH freshmen
The JMU Alumni Association announces
the award of six 1998-99 legacy scholarships. The annual scholarship awards recognize deserving incoming freshmen who are
continuing a JMU family tradition. The
legacy scholarship awards more than $8,400
each year.
As a high school student in Dumfries,
Shari Lynn Acree was a member of the
National Honor Society, co-editor of the
newspaper, an assistant Brownie troop leader,
and Boys and Girls Club tutor. Acree is the

first of her family to follow in the footsteps
of her grandmother, Dorothy Acree ('41).
Scott D. Ramsburg of Fredericksburg
was also a member of the National Honor
Society, an Eagle Scout and an active participant in his high school drama department.
His role as a reporter sparked his interest in
JMU's School of Media Arts and Design.
His mother is Jeane Dizer Ramsburg ('71) .
Alison Paige Lawson of Springfield, Va.,
was a member of an a cappella group and
has won awards in several state and local
science fairs. She plans to become a nursing
major and later to specialize in the neonatology field. A double legacy, Miss Lawson is the daughter of C. Elaine Hess Lawson ('78) and Al Lawson ('77).
Jennifer Surface of Columbia Md., another
National Honor Society member, was a varsity cheerleader and a member of the Hammond Dance Co. She joins her sister and
best friend, Camille Surface ('OO), at JMU.

~
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Joseph Funkhouser III was president of
the Harrisonburg High School student
council, a member of the varsity golf team
and a member of Young Life. As student
council president, he organized the first
Inter-County Talent Show between area
high schools and started a student exchange
program between Harrisonburg and Turner
Ashby high schools. His legacy began in
1922 with his great aunt, Elizabeth Ewing
Chambers. He also joins his sister, Elizabeth
Funkhouser ('99).
Hannah Corrin Blumenthal, Jefferson,
Md., yet another National Honor Society
member, was president of her drama club,
chairwoman of her prom committee and a
participant in community activities. Another
double legacy, Blumenthal is the daughter of
Tess Wolin Blumenthal ('76) and Robert
Blumenthal ('76).
The alumni board of directors selected
the recipients from among 150 applicants.
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The alumni association is
accepting nominations for the 1999
Distinguished Alumni Awards to
recognize distinguished achievement and service by JMU graduates. Alumni, faculty and staff
members, current students, and
members of the community may
nominate individuals who best
represent those qualities
recognized by these awards.

The Distinguished Alumni
Service Award recognizes alumni
whose dedication and volunteer
commitment have significantly
enhanced the goals and mission
of the university and the alumni
association and/or who have
given of themselves for the
enrichment of others and the betterment of their communities. All
JMU Alumni Association members are eligible.

The Ronald E. Carrier Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award
recognizes an individual who has
excelled in his/her respective field
for a minimum of five years and
has attained recognition by other
professionals or peers as an outstanding, accomplished member
of the field. All JMU Alumni
Association members are eligible.

n o m i n a t i o n
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Nomination submitted by

Phone---~---day

evening

(It is essential that the person or organization submitting the
nomination(s) send all materials pertinent to the nominee. The
Recognition Committee will not conduct any further research.)
Return your nominations to:
Office of Alumni Relations, James Madison University
Chandler Hall, Suite 133, MSC 0302, Harrisonburg, VA 22807
(540) 568-6234 Fax: (540) 568-3494
e-mail: alumni_link@jmu.edu

If you have questions, please contact Sherry King,

(540) 568-8064 or e-mail kingsf@jmu.edu

Nomination Deadline: Sept. 17, 1999
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Campus was sparse in the early 1920s, when Ruth
Farrar (above left and opposite page) and her
sister, Mae, rode the train between Elkton and
Harrisonburg to attend "the Normal:' Their transportation was free because their father (left photo,
opposite page) was an engineer for the railroad.

When Ruth Farrar stepped off the train
onto the grounds of Harrisonburg's State
Normal School in 1920, a wide expanse of
green lawn held five buildings around a
quadrangle fronting Main Street. She felt
dwarfed by the spaciousness. The campus
seemed only a small intrusion in an endless
sweep of rolling farmland under the vast
sky above.
The school's new president, Samuel P.
Duke, had not yet broken ground for the
grand additions that would earn him the
nickname "The Builder:· But he had started
his campaign for funds - beginning with
alumnae chapters around the state to help

underwrite a building for alumnae and students plus a new dormitory. Every club that
year included raising money in its projects.
And there were clubs galore - ones for
regions of the state, three literary societies,
singing groups, first-name clubs like a Mary
Club, a Virginia Club, an Ellen-Helen Club.
There were clubs for tennis, basketball,
cooking and singing, and even a ministers'
daughters club "with the laudable aim of
marrying a minister:' according to Raymond
Dingledine's history of the school.
Dozens of clubs afforded every girl on
campus a fit in at least one and usually
more. But the same was not true of dormi-

tory space. However, the dorm shortage held
little importance to Ruth and her sister, Mae.
Both had registered as day students, arriving by train from their home in Elkton 14
miles to the east. They lived off campus but
participated in music and literary offerings.
Seventy-eight years later, Ruth recalls
those days with pleasure. "We boarded at
noon and hopped off at the Penn Laird stop
to buy cheese and crackers and such to eat
on the train ride:' As daughters of a train
engineer, the ride to and fro was free.
Ruth and Mae disembarked on school
grounds but usually caught their return ride
from the station downtown. Unlike dorm

-

students confined to campus, after classes
they strolled freely along Main Street to
window shop and linger over a Coke at
Fletcher's Pharmacy. Classes ran only 45
minutes and daily chapel the same. Ruth
took music and English, though she sometimes sat in on classes in French or German
just for fun. Her excellent ear and amazing
memory rendered conversations a breeze.
And those powers served music well. By
the time she'd practiced a selection a few
times, it was committed to memory. Miss
Hoffman insisted on hearing her play at
least twice a week to make certain she hadn't
memorized an imperfection before it was
too late to correct. Focused on performance
throughout the year, Ruth drew special
pleasure from any concert. For 1920's last
one in May, she had the special honor of
closing the program with Butterfly by Lavelle.
Margaret Hoffman had joined the staff
in 1911 to teach Latin and German and help
as needed in English - later introducing a
popular children's literature course. But she
also taught piano and staged musicals with
Ruth Hudson. Their ambitious H.M.S.

Pinafore, had thrilled young Ruth four years
earlier. So there was little wonder that Miss
Hoffman became Ruth's favorite teacher.
Campus retained the family closeness in
those years of a 300-member student body.
Seventy-eight years later happy memories
of her Normal years resurface as Ruth
shows off her school ring. Now widowed
and living at Orange Home for Adults, she
relishes sharing her recollections with others. For example, JMU grad Patty Waddy
Talley ('80) works at the home. And three
grandchildren are JMU alumni: Nancy Barrett Howes ('74), Linda Barrett ('81), and
Jim Barrett ('91). All eagerly listen.
A full lifetime of music flowed from her
school years into the present. She taught a
year at Penn Laird Elementary School. But
her popularity as a performer also led her
to play for various churches. And that soon
kindled romance. Ruth happily reminisced,
"I went over to play for his church, and
Robert was a teacher. He said that was the
happiest day of his life when he looked up
and saw me sitting on that piano bench at
the Elkton Presbyterian Church:'

That happiness sustained their 67 years
together, first in Alexandria, where Robert
Keezel managed a Safeway and she continued to play at four churches. It continued
through the loss of a child, a Great Depression, and the war years, and then as they
grew old together. Ruth recounts, "Robert
and I would go to the art gallery every Sunday, have supper over there, and then go to
the concerts. They were all free - had to
pay for supper, of course. We had a wonderful time:' Robert died three years ago. But
their love continues through daughter
Charlotte, her three children, and five great
grandchildren.
At the nursing home, Ruth no longer
performs for others at the piano, but she
often sits at the keyboard, fingers lightly
tracing the sounds still heard in her mind.
And while the music is soundless, her literary talent continues to flow. Two books of
poetry delight her family, and she shares an
occasional poem with others.
Across almost a century, Ruth Farrar
Keezel has serenaded the joy of living in
music and verse.

Si wlwn my t?nw ha,}
to die
otlwt, fkro do .5W<l/ld to k
WJJW

J'W

~ ??UM tk !?)Jlw; ~

~~
~heWWi, ~ . '
- excerpt from Down In Virginia
by Ruth Keezel

When Robert Keeze/ (top right) saw his future wife, Ruth,
at the piano, he said it was the happiest day ofhis life.
Her music education still with her, Ruth silent fingers the
keyboard at the Orange [Va.] Home for Adults.
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STAY IN TOUCH
To submit a class note for publication in Montpe-

ject. The class is raising $50,000 to build the terrace at the new Alumni Center. To pledge a gift,
call (800) 296-6162.

George Spurr Young of Burke is the director of
clinical operations of Northern Virginia Counseling.

lier, please refer to "Connections" on Page 46 for
instructions and the class note submission form.

1937
Virginia McCue Conway moved to Moline, Ill.,
to be with her youngest son and his family. She
would love to hear from friends.

1948
Mary Duncan Crews announces that her grandchild was accepted to )MU on early action for the
1998-1999 year. Her first grandchild to attend
JMU graduated in 1996.

1949
The Class of 1949's soth Reunion Campaign
committee reports that the class has raised
almost $15,000 to support its' soth Reunion pro-
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womAn OF D15JIDOIOD
Emily Lewis Lee ('43)
has been named a Tri
Sigma Centennial Woman
of Distinction by the 38th
National Convention of the
Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority. The distinction went to 67 women for
their outstanding professional accomplishments, community service and continued support of sorority ideals and
beliefs. The convention honored the
sorority's centennial.
"The award was a complete surprise;'
says Lee.
Lee, who has lived in Columbia, S.C.,
since 1946, served as president of the Tri
Sigma Area Alumnae Chapter from
1992-95. The chapter focuses on philanthropic service, most notably to the area's
children's hospital. The chapter volunteers
its time and also gives grants to the hospital.
At )MU, Lee studied home economics
and dietetics. She is a retired Army lieutenant, having served three years as a
dietitian in the Army Medical Corps during World War II. Twice she has been
elected president of the South Carolina
Dietetic Association and presently represents the group on the Home Health Care
State Advisory Council.
During 1977-81, Lee was JMU's first
out-of-state member of the board of visitors. In 1981, she received the university's
Distinguished Alumni Service Award. She
is also a member of JMU's Founders Society, comprising individuals who have
made an estate gift to )MU.

Gary live in Norfolk with their children, Laurel
and Kyle.

1954
Johnnie Lou Thompson Terry and Dona Frantz
Weakley, members of the 45th Reunion Campaign committee, ask their classmates to show
their purple pride by supporting the Class of 1954
Scholarship. Call (800) 296-6162 to make a gift.

19 71
Karen Whetzel (M.S. '74), assistant principal at
Strasburg High School, was appointed to the
library media standards committee of the
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. She also teaches a class at )MU on school
library administration.

19 73
Steve Granier is director of Fire, Rescue and
Emergency Management for Goochland County.
He and Katherine, have a I-year-old daughter,
Allison Muriel, and a son, Stephen, who is a )MU
freshman.
Deborah Jayne Say Leal is a petroleum geologist
with Minerals Management Service in New
Orleans. She has two daughters, Marrisa, 20, and
Christina, 17.

19 75
Lt. Col. Robert A. Byrne, Ph.D., was named the
Diplomat in Clinical Psychology from the American Board of Professional Psychology. He is the
director of The Cadet Counseling Center at the
U.S. Military Academy. He and Alice live in West
Point,N.Y.

19 76
Jane Wesley travels throughout California, Oregon, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and
Nevada as the sales manager for Ingram Library
Services. She lives in San Jose, Calif.

19 78
C. Elaine Hess-Lawson is the program officer of
the Health Sciences Section of the National Academy of Sciences' Institute of Medicine. Al ('77), is
the associate pastor for children and preschool at
First Baptist Church, Alexandria. They are the
parents of three daughters, Alison, a freshman at
JMU, Kristen, 16, and Lauren, 12.
Rebecca Sporhase Owens is teaching art and
working with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes at Bayside High in Virginia Beach. She and

1980
T. Brooks Lyles is Executive Officer of the 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division as
part of Task Force Eagle in Tuzla, Bosnia.
Kenneth Smead received the Navy Commendation Medal from The Chief of Naval Education
and Training for his work with Navy Band Fleet
Support in Little Creek.
Ron Strecker and Teresa live with their children,
Scott, 5, and Allison, 3, in a state and national registered historic home in Williamsburg.

1981
Ronald W. Batten participated in a large training
exercise while on a six month deployment to the
Mediterranean Sea and Arabian Gulf aboard the
aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, lead
ship of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Battle
Group. Batten's ship is home ported in Norfolk.
Marianne Mooney (M.Ed.) received her doctorate in vocational and technical education from
Virginia Tech last fall.

1982
Lucy Leverty Bernard is a disability analyst for
the Commonwealth of Virginia. She and Gary
live in Richmond with their daughter, Katie, 4. An
active member of her church, Lucy also volunteers with Refugee and Immigration Services of
the Catholic Diocese of Richmond.
Teresa McDonald Fremaux, who used to manage media and public relations for The Mariners'
Museum in Newport News, owns her own public
relations consulting business.
Carolyn Haykin is in her 15th year of teaching
young children with severe handicaps. Last year
she was named Teacher of the Year and Outstanding Association for Retarded Citizens
Director. An avid equestrian, she received a Gold
Medal in Intro to Dressage. She and Robert live in
Jensen Beach, Fla., with hopeful future Duke,
Jessica, 18.
James Daniel McNiel is a sports writer at the
News Messenger. He and his daughter, Danielle, 5,
live in Christiansburg.
Mark Ragland earned his 200th career coaching
victory this season. A varsity volleyball coach at
Albemarle High School, his overall record is 20339. After coaching his daughter Jessica at AHS, he
is looking forward to watching her play at his
alma mater next fall.

1983

1986

Joseph L. Grzeskiewicz, M.D., completed residency training in plastic and reconstructive
surgery at the University of Missouri in 1998 and
began a fellowship in hand surgery at the University of Virginia Health Sciences Center. He and
Janet Holryod Grzeskiewicz ('82) live in Palmrya with their daughters, Gabrielle and Nastassia.

Elizabeth "Libby" Shue Flora and Daniel M.
Flora {'83) live near New Hope with their daughter, Sarah. Libby is a business office manager for
SKH/JMAC Enterprises, which owns several
restaurants in the area. Daniel is the fifth generation to manage Battle Glen Farm; the fami ly's
beef farm .

Cathy LaFleur Merry is a senior systems analyst
for Belk Stores Services. She and Gary live
in Charlotte, N.C., with their daughters, Alaina
and Nicole.

Melanie MacDuff Haus lives in Fairfax with
Mark and their daughter, Emma. Mark is an environmental wetlands scientist, and Melanie is
enjoying her time at home with the baby.

Angela Koster Scott is the Intensive Case Management supervisor with the Community Living
Program and liaison to the South Western Virginia Mental Health Institute. She and William
Live in Radford with their children, Caitlin, 9,
Willie, 7, and Cecelia, 5.

Michael J. Klisch is a partner in the law firm of
McGuire, Woods, Battle & Boothe, LLP. He prac-

Jacqueline Powell Swain is the art director for
the Triangle United Way in Morrisville, N.C. She
and Michael live in Durham, N.C.

tices in the area of commercial litigation in the
firm's Tyson's Corner office.
John Munster received his M.B.A. in finance
from George Mason University in August 1998.
He is a principal project control analyst for Litton/PRC Inc. in McLean. He lives in Springfield
with his son, Nicholas.
Gillian Gray Pilcher and Chris are stationed
at Fort Gordon, Ga. They have three sons and
a daughter.
Kevin Shortall is a senior consultant with KPMG
Peat Marwick, LLP. He works in Arlington.

It's not who you know.
It's what search engine you use.

19 84
Taffy Nayes Burgess received certifications as
a urology nurse. She is a procedure nurse in
a urology office.

39

Leigh Anne Taylor Cobb was consecrated a
United Methodist Church Diaconal Minister of
Music in the Kansas West Annual Conference.
She is the director of music ministries at First
United Methodist Church in Wichita, Kansas.
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Bill Dyer is named sports information director
at Appalachian State University in Boone,
N.C. He was the assistant SID for five years at
Syracuse University.
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David E. Lees was named to Worth magazine's
list of Top 300 Financial Advisors in the United
States for 1998. He is a sen ior financial counselor
for Ernst & Young's investment advisory practice.
He is also an adjunct Professor at Villanova University's Department of Commerce and Finance.

1
9
9
9

Thomas G. Vance is the decision support manager for field sales and national accounts for
Philip Morris USA in New York City.

1985
Jerry D' Ascoli is senior art director at Gillespie
Advertising in Princeton, N.J. He and Heidi live
in Jackson, N.J.
John B. Noftsinger is assistant vice president for
academic affairs at JMU. Lucinda ('96) is a first
grade teacher for Rockingham County Schools.

The JMU On-Line Directory gives you free and easy access to fellow JMU graduates. So when you're developing your career or just seeking to expand your network,
you can't find a better place to look.
And the search engine has powerful features that allow you to search by geographic
location, career category, business name, job title - all the important aspects. Who
knows , you might even rediscover a long-lost friend.

Visit the On-Line Community at http://www.jmu.edu/alumni/
Then click on the Online Community button in the lefthand column. Once
you get set up, there is no limit to the connections you can make .

EUBRD SHAKE

Brian J. Smith is the assistant vice president of
financial systems for Jefferson Pilot Financial in
Greensboro, N.C. He and Karen Donahue Smith
live there with their three children, Casey John,
Mary Madison and Cameron Andrew.

Deena H. Evans completed a post-baccalaureate
pre-health program at the University of Pennsylvania and went to the Emory University School
of Medicine. She is now in her residency at the
University of Miami.

Stanley M. Warden is an attorney for the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. He
and Leanne are living in Tallahassee.

Afshin Farashahi is a deputy commonwealth's
attorney in Virginia Beach.
Laura Cranford Grabill is a principal/ consultant
at American Management Systems in Olympia,
Wash., where she and Mike live.

1987
Mike E. Brown is a special forces officer serving
in the Republic of Panama with Special Operations Command South.
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Last October, Cohn and Marks attorney Kevin Goldberg ('92) shook the hand
of one of the few remaining communist
leaders in the world.
That dubious honor came when Goldberg accompanied one of his clients on a
fact-finding trip to Cuba. During a meeting that "spun out of control" to last 5 Y2
hours, Goldberg held his own during a
personal exchange with communist dictator Fidel Castro. It started after the handshake, when Castro asked him where he
went to school.
'Tm not in school, I'm a lawyer;' Goldberg replied.
"A lawyer?" Castro queried, "but you're
so young."
Goldberg begged to differ. 'Tm not
young. I'm 27 :'
Then, Castro agreed. "Oh, 27, that's
not so young. By the time I was 27, I had
already attacked the Moncada:' (Castro's
1953 attack on the Moncada military barracks failed in its attempt to start a revolution against the Baptista regime. But it
sealed Castro's rise to prominence as a
revolutionary, Goldberg says.)
Still Goldberg hung in there. "I know
about [Moncada] but it wouldn't help me
in my country, because I still couldn't
become president until I'm 35:'
Castro finally got the last word. "Thirtyfive? You need to change your Constitution:'
Goldberg traveled to Cuba with his
client, the American Society of Newspaper
Editors, a trade association of 850 daily
newspaper editors in the United States,
Canada and Latin America. During the
trip, they met with government officials,
editors of the official Communist Party
newspaper and human rights dissidents.
They saw the collection of more than 250
press clippings that Castro's staff clips for
him daily so he can keep up to date with
Cuban and world news.
The group met with Castro, Goldberg
says, "to ensure we minded our manners"
during the visit and followed the government's itinerary.
Goldberg's article on the Cuban government's methods to restrict political
protest will appear in the American Bar
Association's Communications Lawyer.

Todd Brungard is vice president of technology
for Peapack-Gladstone Bank, a $400 million asset
community bank in central New Jersey.
Jill Garvey Minasi is an elementary school counselor in Greene County. She and John live in
Charlottesville.
Angela Y. Parham earned her master's in social
work and master's in public health. She is a
clinical researcher at Amgen, Inc. in Thousand
Oaks, Calif.
Mark C. Pratt is executive director and executive
vice president of the Virginia Association of
Health Plans in Richmond. He and Marielena
reside in Spotsylvania.
Jim "J.D?'Wanner is a managing partner in KeyMark, LLC, and is president ofWanMark, Inc. He
and Kim live in Greenville, S.C. with their sons,
Jake and Mitch.
Stephen Weber is a senior manager in corporate
finance with Dell Computer Corp in Austin, Texas.

Rebecca Adams Purcell lives in Dale City with
Jeff, and their daughters, Victoria Paige, 3, and
Alexandra Ryann, I.
Elizabeth and Brian R. Schultz live in Centreville with their sons, Christian and Grant. Brian is
a senior consultant in the computer risk management practice for Arthur Andersen, and Elizabeth is the manager for contracts of the legal
department for Software AG Americas Inc.

19 90
Eric Braun is an attorney for Schell Bray Aycock
Abel & Livingston. He is an adjunct faculty member and teaches municipal law in North Carolina
State University's graduate program. He and
Ericka live in Greensboro, N.C.
Colin J. McCormick is a technical writer for the
Tupperware Corp. He and Joyce live in Apopka, Fla.
Joel D. Mixon received his master's in human
development and psychological counseling from
Appalachian State University. He is a counselor
for university housing at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Kevin Phillips and Kathryn live in Franklin,
Tenn. He is a senior account executive at JarradIngram Public Relations.

1988

Susan Hornak Schools works with the call center and computer telephony integration group
within the telecommunications department of
Circuit City in Richmond.

Chris E. Holmes completed her internship year
in internal medicine at the University of Vermont. This follows her completion of an M.D.
and Ph.D. in chemistry at the University of Virginia. She lives in South Burlington, Vt., with Jose
S. Madalengoitia ('87).

Mary Beth Taylor is a deputy district attorney
for Summit County, Colo.

Kimberly Harding Werner (M.S. '89) and David
have just moved to Oahu, Hawaii.

Kelvin Tomes is an application consultant for
Disclosure Inc. in San Francisco.

1989

19 91

Lyn Savedge Page and Ben Lee, the 10th Reunion
Campaign committee leaders, announce their
reunion project: raising $25,000 to purchase an
electronic information kiosk for the new Alumni
Center. They urge classmates to show their class
spirit by giving to the "Electric Shroom:' Call
(800) 296-6162 for more information.

John Fall is an account manager for Comedy
Central overseeing the southwestern region.
Suzanne is a regional representative for Janssen
pharmaceutical. They reside in Atlanta.
David Jones completed his two-year term with
the Peace Corps in West Africa last May.

T
Amy Hodgen Jordan and Hap opened a luxury
bed and breakfast, Stone Hill Inn, in Stowe, Vt.

Alvaro is an information analyst with Electronic
Data Systems.

Laurel Wissinger Lennon is director of
investor relations for a venture capital firm in
Greenwich, Conn.

Amy Marie Wadder graduated from the University of Montana with a master's in geology.

Kevin and Tracy Jerrel McKenna ('92) are senior
Defense Department employees. They reside in
Springfield with their son, Shaun Michael.
Laura Himelright Mooney received her M.B.A.
in marketing from the University of Maryland
College Park in July. She is a product marketing
manager for Manugistics Inc. She and Clarke live
in Clarksville, Md.
Michael P. Stallings is the owner of Palmetto
Coastal Cuisine Inc. in Charleston, S.C.
Jenny Woodall works for the National Fallen
Firefighters Foundation in Emmitsburg, Md. She
and Jim live in Frederick, Md.

1992
Christina LaVarre Auch is director of annual
giving for The Blue Ridge School in St. George,
an all-boys college preparatory boarding school.
John Bevenour (M.B.A. '94) is working at First
Union National Bank. He and Chenoa Danette
Bevenour ('97) live in Charlotte, N.C.
Justin Constantine graduated from the University of Denver School of Law in May 1998. He is
assigned to Temporary Active Duty for the
Marine Corps in Quantico.
Rhonda Kauf is a senior investigative attorney at
Vance International Consulting Inc.
Suzanne LaVigne (M.Ed.) is the assistant dean
of student development/ director of Residence
Life at Queens College in Charlotte, N.C. She is
also a recruiter for N.C./S.C. for the Semester at
Sea program.
Jill Graybill Markley is in her fifth year as high
school band director at Palmyra High School.
She and Dennis live in Lancaster, Pa.
Cindy Blistein Mayer received her master's in
information systems from Virginia Tech last May.
She is a systems analyst for American Management Systems in Fairfax.
Matt and Kelly Mcfarlane are stationed at Fort
Bragg. Matt is taking a company command in the
s2na Airborne Division and Kelly is enjoying her
new role as mother to baby Collin.
Jeffrey L. Musick is a Vice President at NationsBank and systems project manager.
Alisa Lupo Varela is a health promotion coordinator with American Corporate Health Programs
Inc. She and Alvaro ('94) live in Atlanta, where
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Rhonda K. Wilson-Kennington and David live
in Nashville, Tenn. She is an elementary school
therapist for the DeDe Wallace Center.

1993
Andrea Johnson Burns (M.S. '95) works for a
private speech and language practice in Arlington as well as the National Children's Research
Center in D.C. She and Doug live in Arlington.
Amit Desai received his M.B.A. from William
and Mary last May. He is an internal consultant
for Bristol Myers Squibb Co.
Alison Rexrode Hanifee is a marketing associate
for Sysco Food Services of Virginia in Harrisonburg. She and Sean live in Bridgewater with their
sons, Evan and Brenan.
Laura M. Hilbert received her master's in library
sciences from Kent State University. She is the reference and slide Librarian at the Gund Library,
Cleveland Institute of Art.
Mikael Manoukian is a personal assistant to
senior hairstylist Ken Marcus at LaGrande Coiffure Salon in Washington, D. C.
Laurice Penn received her master's in English
from Morgan State University Graduate School in
Baltimore last May. She is a technical writer for a
consulting firm in Columbia, Md.
Donna Patrick Perlish is the supervisor of
northern Virginia projects for JFGH Inc. She
coordinates residential services for individuals
with developmental disabilities. She and Mark
live in Reston.
Jane S. Scruggs earned her M.Ed. from Marymount University in August. She is teaching
fourth and fifth grades in Arlington.
Jodi Yingling is a legal services administrator for
Graham Packaging Company's corporate headquarters in York, Pa.

1994
Nancy J. Labuguen is the band director for a private Christian school in Auburn, Ala. She also
teaches lessons and is Principal Clarinet in the
community orchestra.
Hara Laskaris-Hacket (M.M. '96) is a clarinetist
in the Air Force Band at Wright Patterson
Air Force Base in Ohio. She is also a freelance musician.
Jeanette La Vere earned her master's in art history and museum studies from the University of

Newlyweds Marni (top
left) and Jasson Minadakis
('92) somehow knew they
would have their own theater one day. During their
senior year at JMU, as they
sat with friend Nicholas
Rose ('92) (top right, standing) at Waffle
House talking about their future, they
doodled a little logo on their napkin.
Marni never threw the napkin away. In
fact, in February 1997 the little logo
turned into Fahrenheit Theater Company
in Cincinnati. The three friends, along
with C. Charles Scheeren ('94) (top right,
sitting) and a group of interns from a local
Cincinnati theater where Jasson interned,
brought their idea to life. Later renamed
Cincinnati Shakespeare Festival, the theater is now celebrating its fifth season.
The theater's board of advisors
includes actress Emma Thompson, JMU
professor Ralph Cohen, and former professor Warner Crocker, who taught the
business side of theater while Jasson and
Marni were at JMU. Crocker has been
actively involved with the theater in
Cincinnati, once directing Romeo and Juliet.
Both Marni and Jasson were actively
involved in theater at JMU. Marni, who
was a theater and graphic design major,
was part of the Shenandoah Shakespeare
Express. Jasson, who was an English and
theater major, worked as an intern at the
Ensemble Theater of Cincinnati. Currently, at the CSF Theater, Jasson is the
artistic director and Marni is the marketing director.
The theater employs 10 to 15 actors
who act in five shows a year. Eight of
those actors have been )MU alumni,
while this season three JMU alumni are
acting in the theater.
"JMU really prepared us for running
the theater;' Marni says, "especially the
business of theater course taught by
Warner Crocker."
Ticket sales provide half the theater's
budget, while grants and donations make
up the other half. Marni says she expects
costs to reach $500,000 this season.
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Southern California in May 1998. She is the
museum educator at the University of Southern
California's Fisher Gallery in Los Angeles.
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19 95
David Andra'jett is a legal specialist in the
U.S.Army.
Michael Justin Besachio works for CyLogix Inc.
Stephen J. Clemente is the director of electronic
student services for Appalachian State University.
Jonathan Dooley (M.Ed.) and Stacie are working at Marquette University and live in Milwaukee, Wis.
Dana A. Gooch is the director of volunteers at
Mary Baldwin College in Staunton.
Karen Hillis is an account manager for Northlich
Stolley La Warre, national advertising, direct marketing and public relations agency in Cincinnati.
Jeanine Irving graduated from Washington and
Lee University School of Law last May. She practices family law for Sevila, Saunders, Huddleston
& White in Leesburg.
Ellen Kozlowski received the REB Award for
Teaching Excellence. She was awarded a $7,300
grant to go to England in June 1999 and New
Zealand in July 2000 to study reading techniques
in these countries.
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During the year, some alumni and parents say "yes"
to JMU's annual fund drives. But when it comes time, they
don't send in the money - they ungift.
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Trisha Lloyd is an organ placement specialist
for the United Network of Organ Sharing
in Richmond.
Rebecca C. Lynard is a senior accountant with
Concert Management Services in Reston.
Roland R. Massa is working in Washington,
D.C., as an expert specialist for the world's fastest
growing hops business, the John I. Hass Co.
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Ungifting leaves JMU programs unfunded, knowledge
unlearned and labs unequipped.
Nearly 20 percent of gifts promised to JMU are ungifted.

Matthew and Lori Newquist live in Midlothian.
Matthew is a staff auditor for the Auditor of Public Accounts in Richmond, and Lori is a
preschool special education teacher for Cumberland Elementary School.
Elizabeth M. O'Sullivan is divisional sales manager for Family Circle magazine in New York City.

J. Chad Pollio is a research analyst at NAM!,

If you've made a commitment to JMU, please follow through by
sending in your contribution when you receive your reminder or
by calling (800) 296-6162 to make your contribution by credit card.

the Stanley Foundation Bipolar Network in
Bethesda, Md.

Anna Lisa Ramos is a student in the Army Nurse
Corps Critical Care/Emergency Nursing Course
at Fort Sam Houston.
Jennifer Reed received her master's in museum
studies from the State University of New
York earlier this year. She is living in New
York City and doing corporate fund-raising for
the Lincoln Center.

Danielle E. Roeber finished her law degree last
May. She is a presidential management intern at
the Department of Transportation, Office of
Inspector General.

Amy Scott Miller is the exhibits coordinator for
the National Convention of the Satellite Broadcasting and Communications Association in
Alexandria. She and Dwayne reside in Centreville.

Marni Wire is works with Campus Crusade for
Christ at Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Michelle Steinfield is the Historian for the
Blaum Institute for the Criminally Insane. She
lives in Arlington.

1996
Nicole Moore, the '96 class representative,
encourages her classmates to visit the Office of
Alumni Relations Career Networking homepage,
(www.jmu.edu/alumni) . The Class of 1996
helped develop the Career Networking program
through its Senior Class Challenge gift. The class
is also purchasing artwork for the Class of 1996
University Center Art Collection. Nicole urges
her classmates to honor their pledges.
Megan Tillery Boyett (M.Ed. '98) is a school
counselor for Fairfax County Public Schools.
Allysa Burnette (M.S. '98) received her master's
degree in speech-language pathology. She lives in
Atlanta and is a speech pathologist for Fulton
County Schools.

1997
Drew Stelljes, the '97 class representative,
announces that almost $13,000 has been raised
towards the Senior Class Challenge gifts. The
class is purchasing additional computers for
student labs and funding the Class of 1997 Scholarship. Drew encourages all his classmates to
honor their pledges. Call (800) 296-6162 for
more information.
Justin Davis Denlinger is a sales representative
with Gibson Guitars and lives in Nashville, Tenn.
Peter J. Haggarty is a Training Manager with a
manufacturing outsourcing company, Manufactures Services Logistics.

Mike Ciccarello is the lead buyer for Carmax in
Arlington, Texas.

Joseph W. Higman is a manager/trainer at a fitness center in Avalon, N.J. He is also the
owner/operator of Caught on Candles, a candle
making company.

Matthew Coburn is a first lieutenant in the
Army. He is a UHH-600 Blackhawk helicoptor
pilot stationed at Fort Cambell, Ky. Michelle
('97) is an athletic trainer at a local hospital while
she completes her master's degree in exercise station at Austin Peay State University.
Erin M. Costello completed her master's in
Social Work at the University of Maryland. She is
working in treatment foster care in Baltimore.
Amy C. Derr Hodges and John are computer
consultants in Fairfax.
Beverly Dickhudt-MacKenzie works at Fairfax
Hospital in the high-risk perinatal unit.
Sean T. Harrington is an account executive at
ABC Radio's Smooth Jazz 105.9 (WJZW-FM) in
Washington, D.C. He lives in Laurel, Md.
Christian J. Heinrich is a benefits specialist for
PricewaterhouseCoopers Kwasha Lipston HR
Solutions.
Patricia Liles is the assistant director of sports
marketing at the University of Evansville.

1

Wanda Tyler received her M.A. in counselingstudent personnel services from Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania in August 1998. She
is a faculty member at Landmark College in
Putney, Vt.

Kerry Frances Callahan received her master's in
speech-language pathology from the University
of Iowa Graduate School. She is now completing
her clinical fellowship year in speech pathology at
a private practice in Irvine, Calif.

Kari A. Cluverius is teaching fourth grade at
Great Bridge Intermediate School. She resides at
Riverwalk in Chesapeake.

fflUSI[ 15 EUERYTHIDli'

Kelly Lynn Steward lives in Asheboro, N.C., and
teaches first grade.
Howard "Skip" Yeager Jr. works in Candle
Corp.'s federal & aerospace division, selling performance and availability software to monitor
major data center systems.

1998
Andrew Lafiosca, the '98 class representative,
encourages his classmates to honor their Senior
Class Challenge pledges. The faster the class
sends in its pledge payments, the sooner the gifts
can be funded. Carrier Library needs new computers, and the Visiting Scholars program would
like to secure more Class of 1998 Visiting Scholars for the next academic year. Call (800) 2966162 for more information.
Katherine Hoffman is a control specialist with
the Health Care Financing Administration in
Washin&ton, D.C.
Renee Becker White is quality program manager
for the Wellness Plan of North Carolina. Jack
is a financial planner for Hinrich's Financial
Services in Charlotte. The couple resides in
Matthews,N.C.

Former )MU students are rocking the
airways with everything from new rock to
funk to R&B. The band EVERYTHING
symbolizes all that its name says as the six
professionally trained members strive to
pose no limits on their music.
It must be working. Backed by the
Blackbird/Sire label and its successful
SuperNatural CD, lead singer and guitarist
Craig Honeycutt ('93) says, "We've really
been blessed.''
EVERYTHING includes Honeycutt,
Dave Slankard on bass, Nathan Brown
on drums, percussion and vocals, Wolfe
Quinn on keys, trombone, vocals, Richard
Bradley on tenor sax, guitar and vocals,
Stephen Van Dam on guitar, alto sax and
vocals, and Randy Reed as manager.
The band has come a long way since
meeting at )MU eight years ago. They
started by playing at )MU and other
nearby campuses like Virginia Tech and
UNC-Chapel Hill.
During the past five years the group
has toured constantly, playing more than
200 shows a year, and published four selfdistributed CDs, which have sold more
than 50,000 copies. Having signed with
Blackbird/Sire a year ago, SuperNatural is
spanning the globe. It has been released in
12 other countries, from Norway to New
Zealand. EVERYTHING has also played
with Dave Matthews,A Tribe Called Quest
and Widespread Panic.
"Being played on the radio is a good
way of keeping score;' says Honeycutt.
Even so, the radio is not where Honeycutt
says success is found. Instead, he says, it's
"the little moments, like rocking in front
of a great crowd, or seeing a great sunset
when you're out traveling on the road .. .''
Honeycutt credits music professor
John Hilliard for inspiration while the
band was at )MU.
"He was the first professor who was
really supportive of our creativity;' Honeycutt says. Hilliard used to come to the
band's practices, and Honeycutt was
amazed a professor who wrote symphonies would care to listen to what they
were playing.
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1999
Nelson X. Pham thanks all that participated in
the Senior Class Challenge. Good luck and stay in
touch.

John B. Noftsinger to Lucinda A. Shaheen ('96) ,
April 18, 1998.
Joanne TenHoeve to Dale Teeters, Nov. 7, 1998.

198 7
Debbie Merrit to Neil Mcfarlane, Oct. 10, 1998.
Lesli G. Nielsen to Essam K.AI-Jaber, July 3, 1998.

WfDDINCS
198D
Pamela Jane Jamison to Sidney Broaddus Allen
III , Jan. 24, 1998.

1981
Karen Hutcher son to Bill Shannon , Aug. 8, 1998.

198 4
Gordon T. Irons to Tara Anne McArdle, Aug.
29, 1998.
Thomas G. Vance to Elizabeth Alden Mesker,
May 30, 1998.

19 85
Kimberly Belcher to George F. Craft Ill, Dec.
29, 1997.
Paula D. Massie to Robert J. Dean, Oct. 1, 1998.

Robert Scott to Jennifer Brooks, May 30, 1998.
Stephen Weber to Laura June Johnson , Oct.
4, 1997.

19 88
Suzanne C. Alfaro to John P. Reichart, Nov.
15, 1997.
Laurie Cranford to Mike Grabill. Aug. 15, 1998.
Glenn Wayland to Nancy Shank, Jan. 2, 1999.

198 9
Joseph Lodato to Fayle H ess, Oct. 24, 1998.

199D

19 91
Wayne Edward Brechtell to Shannon Diane Taym an, Aug. 1, 1998.
Mara Hayes to Stuart Hallet, Aug. 15, 1998.
Nancy Tipton to Steve Paul, Dec. 20, 1997.
John Raymond to Jennifer Lear, Nov. 28, 1998.
Karen Annette Saliter to Paul Bachvach, June
20, 1998.

19 92
Sally Harris to Scott Jones, May 16, 1998.
Julie Anne Kennedy to Karl Edward Whetzel,
June 6, 1998.
Marni Penning to Jasson Minadakis, July 11, 1998.
Amy Riley to Michael P. Johnson, April 25, 1998.
Tracy Serum to Brian Lambeth, June 20, 1998.
Jill P. Versen to Chad H. McLaughlin, Oct.
10, 1998.

1993

Eric M. Braun to Ericka L. Bass, May 16, 1998.

Aliso Lupo to Alvaro Varela ('94) , May 30, 1998.

Karen McCulloch to M ichael Grubstein, Sep t.
19, 1998.

Jean Maddrea to Vinne Cusm an o, Oct. 17, 1998.

Kevin Phillips to Kathryn Sevier. Aug. 15, 1998.
Christopher Versen (M.A. '97) to Susan Van
Duyen (M.A. '97), Aug. 8, 1998.

199 4
Jackie L. Bruce to Richard A. Bottemly, Aug.
8, 1998.
Randa Haddad to Gregory Downs, Oct. 3, 1998.
Ayanna Lane to Shawn Richard, July 1988.
Anne Marriot to Tom Stroud, March 1998.
Carrie Norris to Ian Hall, Nov. 7, 1998.
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JMU in October
At Homecoming, old friends reunite
Families bond during Parents Weekend
And all over town people are in danger of sleeping in their
cars because they didn't call early enough for hotel rooms.

Homecoming 1999 - October 22-24
Parents Weekend 1999 - October 29-31
Unless you plan to come in a camper, start planning now.
Visit www.jmu.edu/extemaVparents/accommodations.htm

Erick Alan Chaikan to Emily Clere Jones, Aug.
15, 1998.
Jonathan Dooley (M.Ed.) to Stacie McOlgan,
July 4, 1998.
Lori Fautz to Matthew Newquist, July 25, 1998.
Dana A. Gooch to Daniel Mark Allen, Sept.
26, 1998.
Jenny Ruth Goshorn to Jason Timothy Greene,
Dec. 20, 1997.
Stephanie Denise Griffin to Robert Nelson
Calvert, Oct. I 7, 1998.
Erica Hawley to Doug Hoffman ('94) , Oct.
17, 1998.
Michelle Hutson to Bill Papeirniak, Oct.
25, 1997.
Kathryn Mary Kenyon to Rhett P. Cherkin, Sept.
11 , 1998.
Heather Lynne Meeuwissen to Brai n Patrick
Green e, Sept. 5, 1998.
Lori Moore to Bill Harper, Sept. 12, 1998.
Dara Pouchet to Regis Flaherty, Sept. 19, 1998.
Melissa F. Remington to Adam B. Seymour,
May 1998.
Lori M. Simms to Harry Hayes Dreany, Sept.
26, 1998.
Amy Elizabeth Warner to Randall Larson Belknap, July 11, 1998.
Katrina Widder to Michael S. Smith ('96), Aug.
22, 1998.

19 96
Judy Bullard to Todd Hanlon {'95), July 11, 1998.
Matthew D. Coburn to Michelle Ford {'97),
Dec. 27, 1997.
Amy C. Derr to John C. Hodges, Oct. I 0, 1998.
Becky Dickhudt to Stuart MacKenzie, Sept.
12, 1998.
Dorothy Tyler Eagle to Gregory Satz, April
25, 1998.
John C. Haudenshield to Heather Hopkins
('92), June 20, 1998.
Melissa Logan to Shannon Santoni, Oct. I 0, 1998.
Rachel H. Phole to Brian A. Biggs, April
25, 1998.
Carol Restivo to Cory Gasaway, Sept. 12, 1998.

Amy Elizabeth Scott to Dwayne Scott Miller,
Sept. 26, 1998.
Jeff Taylor to Jenny Hood, June 20, 1998.
Megan Elizabeth Tillery to John F. Boyett, July
11, 1998.

19 97
Jennifer Caruso to Christopher Miller, March
21, 1998.

Teresa McDonald Fremaux, and Mike, a son,
Charles Michael Fremaux Jr., Sept. 21, 1998.

1984

19 B7

Celeste Guertin Gustat and Pierre, a daughter,
Riley Nicole, Aug. 8, 1998.

Julie Cloninger and Him Yang, a daughter, Olivia
Jinghua,Aug. 15, 1998.
Teresa Gulbrandsen Fisher and N. Blair, a son,
Zachory Blair, Aug. 8, 1998.
Donna Slusarski Guyer and David, a son, Jesse,
March 1998. He joins Georgia, I.

David E. Lees and Constance Ann, a son, David
Connor,June 11, 1998.
Robyn McFarland and William Burnette, a son,
Wade Ryan, Nov. 6, 1998. He joins older brother,
Adam.
Eric Nizinski and Lucy, a daughter, Maya Nicole,
April II, 1998.
Howard "Skip" Yeager Jr. and Jodi Ann, a daughter, Callie Ann, Nov. 22, 1997.

19 B5
Alicia Perez-Arrieta and Ricardo, a son, Julian
Monroy, July 14, 1998. He joins brother, Tomas, 3.
Tracey Etheridge Chestnut and Kirk, a son,
Austin Dean, Sept. 17, 1998. He joins Kelsey, 7
and Karri, 4.
Nancy Rader and Joseph, a son, JonPaul Augustus, Nov. 2, 1998.

Sherrel Wynder to Terrance Addison, July 17, 1998.

Georgina Tantcoco and Christopher James
('84), a daughter, Jade Jennifer Tantoco, Aug. 27,
198. She joins brother, Jagger.
Ashley Mccathern Ziviello ('88 M.B.A.) and Al
{'88 M.B.A.), a daughter, Kirsten Garber, Dec. 20,
1997. She joins brother Madison Howbert, 3.

19 98

19 B6

Kristen Ker and Chris Wilkes ('95),Aug. IS, 1998.
Kimberly Kopel to Steven Mislock, Sept. 5, 1998.
R. Eddie Sisson to Cathy Martin, Aug. I, 1998.

Kristen Harker to Daniel Hill, Oct. 17, 1998.
Aaron Wellman to Theresa A. Roeber {'97),
Sept. 26, 1998.

FUTURE DUKES
19 78
M. J. Herbert Fuest and Mark, a daughter, Madison Janette, March 17, 1998. She joins Meghan
Caroline, 2.
David B. Sensabaugh and Nikole, a daughter,
Abigail Kyrsten, Aug. 16, 1998. She joins
Christina Danielle, 11, Marissa Camille, 3,
Weston Keyes, I.

19 79
Bill Benavitz and Rosemary, a son, Alex Morgan,
Jan. 11, 1998.
Jeff H. Hill and Kate, a son, Hudson Madison,
Nov. 3, 1998.

19 8D
Pamela Jamison Allen and Sidney, a son, Sidney
Broaddus Allen IV, May 7, 1998.

19 81
Mindy Mueller Mansager and Mike, a son, John
Robert, July 28, 1998. He joins Sarah, 5.

19 82
Amy Sierer Blume and Brian, a son, Christopher
Ryan, July 11, 1998.
Patty Soboleski Dawkins and John, a daughter,
Kelly Patricia, Oct. I, 1998.

Katie Tremper and Richard, a daughter, Ada
Elizabeth Carley, June 9, 1998.

Valerie DePuetri Barrett and Robert, a son,
Peter Owen, Sept. 10, 1998. He joins Maggie, 3,
and Stephen, 18 months.
Stacey Collins and George, a daughter, Catherine Sydney, Sept. 11, 1998. She joins brother,
Georgie, 6, and sister Caroline, 4.
Kathryn Alexander Croom and Rick, a son,
Alexander Jonothan, Aug. 12, 1998. He joins sister, Megan Rose.
Todd Dofflemyer and Janeen, a son, Adam
Todd, Oct. IS, 1998. He joins siblings Ben, Jamie,
and Anna.
Melanie MacDuff Haus and Mark, a daughter,
Emilinda "Emma" Jane Haus, Oct. 5, 1998.
Rex Allen Hayes and Katy, a daughter, Kathryn
Adair''Addie;'May 16, 1998.
Paul Luetkemeyer and Jenny, a daughter, Katherine Rose, May 13, 1998. She joins Emily, 4.
Susan Hensley Phillips and Craig, a daughter,
Catherine Allison, Sept. I, 1998. She joins Sarah
Elizabeth, 4.
Kathleen "Kitty" Parrot Pratt and Ernie, a
daughter, Marjorie Rebecca, April 24, 1998. She
joins Lucas Brian.
Kevin Shortall and May, a daughter, Molly Bronwyn,Aug. 12, 1998. She joins Joshua Patrick, I.
Karen Donahue Smith and Brian, a son,
Cameron Andrew, July 11, 1998. He joins Casey
John, 5, and Mary Madison, 2.
Suzanne Veiel Stearns and Chris, a daughter,
Samantha Lorraine, June 11, 1998.
Troy Teachey (M.B.A. '89) and Michelle, a son,
March 27, 1998. He joins Tyler Carnell, 3, and
Devin Alexander, 2.

Jann Tiffany Guyer and Doug, a son, Rex, Jan.
17, 1998. He joins, Rainer, 2.

EH llBRIS
Books by JMU Alumni
I Met A Great Lady
1998 Eschar Publications
ISBN 0962383953
By Vivian Owens (721
In Vivian Owens' latest
VIVIAN OWENS
children's novel, Ivy Ingram
struggles to find a unique
place in her large family. As a 14-year-old,
Ivy feels out of place compared to her highachieving siblings. Things change, though,
when she receives special recognition from the
National Council of Negro Women, NCNW.
Suddenly, Ivy gets the chance to meet one of
the most important women of the 20th century, Mary McLeod Bethune, and is nervous
as she decides what to say to this woman
who has achieved so much in her life.
I Met a Great Man, also recently published by Owens, tells the story about how a
14-year-old boy's encounter with George
Washington Carver causes his view of life
to change. Both novels are aimed at readers
between the ages of 9 and 16.
Previous novels by Owens include
Nadanda, the Wordmaker and The Rosebush
Witch. Owens has also published the parent-helpers, Create a Math Environment and
Parenting for Education, and a general interest book, Chemistry Quickies.

Not Exactly Rocket Science
1998 Smirk Productions
ISBN 0966563700
By Brent Coulson ('96)
Between 1992 and 1996,
graphic design major Brent
Coulson produced more than 200 of his
Verisimilitud cartoons for the Breeze. His
first book of cartoons, Not Exactly Rocket
Science, is an outgrowth of those he created
for the Breeze. In addition to his book,
Coulson began his own business, Smirk
Productions, last June. ·
''All of my courses [at JMU] gave me a
really good background, not just for
graphic design but also [for starting] the
business:' Coulson says. Although starting
the business has been really challenging, he
says it's a lot of fun doing it on his own.
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Janet Coleman McIntire and David, a son, Evan
Daniel, Oct. 20, 1998. He joins Eric, 4.
Jill Garvey Minasi (M.Ed '91) and John, a son,
William Joseph, March 7, 1998.
Roxann Olson Stamm and Peter, a daughter,
Anna Elizabeth, March 31, 1998. She joins
sister, Kayla.
Serena Harlow Truban and Bill, a daughter,
Olivia Ann, July 8, 1998. She joins William, 4, and
Celeste, 2.
Alice Allen Wilson and Richard, a son, Michael
Anthony, March 27, 1998. He joins older
brother Richard.

19 91
Jamison J. Arnold, and Amanda, a son, Jackson
Jamison,Aug. 19, 1998.
Wayne Edward Brechtel and Shannon Dianne, a
daughter, Clara Taegan, March 12, 1998.

Kathy Rump Driscoll and John, a daughter,
Emma Katherine, March 6, 1998. She joins sister
Delaney,2.
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Gail Bulger Vanderbeek and David, a son,
Spencer David, Dec. 22, 1997.

19 BB

19 B9
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Marcie Lewis and Lawrence, a daughter, Grace
Elizabeth, Nov. 7, 1998. She joins sister, Madeline
Anne.
Faith Goodwin Roberts and Steven, a son,
Simeon Reed, March 12, 1998.
Suzette Wright Que] and Robert, a daughter,
Miranda Prince, June 14, 1998. She joins Bo, 3.

Mary Beth Brown and Thomas, a daughter,
Madeline Faith, March 3, 1998. She joins Lydia
Grace, 3, and Thomas Michael Jr., 2.
Lisa Bush Cole and Dan, a daughter, Amanda
Kaylie, Oct. 17, 1998. She joins sister, Lara Nicole,
and brother, Conner Holden.
Greg Gilbert and Tammy, a daughter, Kristen
Lynn,Aug. 14, 1998. She joins Allyson, 2.
Tracy Mcivor Saint-Maxens and Tim, a son Mclvor
Thomas, March 17, 1998. He joins sister, Meg.

46

Chad Cullum and Kim, a daughter, Emily Kaitlyn, June 23, 1998.
Jill Dykeman Eckl and David, a daughter, Katherine Mary, Sept. 29, 1998. She joins Meagan, 2.

Marlo Henry-Capuano and Anthony, a daughter,
Olivia Frances, June 8, 1998. She joins Cecilia, 4.
Mark Kellis and Joan, a son, William Walker,
Sept. 24, 1998.
Tonya Freeman Kreps and George, a son, Mason
Jarrett, June 25, 1998.
J, Craig Lee and Stacey, a son, Alexander Watson,
May 20, 1998.
Michael James O'Brien, and Lynn, daughter, Elle
Christenson, Dec. 4, 1998.
Catherine Stone McNickle and Kirk, a daughter,
Coleen Elizabeth, Feb. 20, 1998.
Elizabeth Ragland Pratt and Truxton, a daughter, Haley Elizabeth, Nov. 11, 1998.
Elizabeth Lyall Schultz and Brian, a son, Grant
Sinclair, March 12, 1998. He joins Christian Lyall, 3.
Carol Renee Shifflett and William ('86), a
daughter, Claire Louise, Jan. 27, 1998. She joins
Eric,4.
Tammy Richardson Stoy and Marshall {'90), a
son, Isiah Joseph, July 1998.
Susan LaRowe Taylor and John, a daughter, Abigail
Lynn, Oct. 8, 1998. She joins Sean Christian, 3.
Brian Dwight Walsh and Amy, a daughter,
Mackenzie Regan, Sept. 30, 1998.
Nancy Stanfield Weizman and Shachar, a son,
Eshel Seth,April 10, 1997. He joins brotherYoni.

19 9D
Cheryl Drumm Bolt and Pat, a son, Jeremy
Charles, Sept. 4, 1998. He joins brothers Jason
and Connor.
Molly O'Hear Butler and Jeff ('91), a son,
Matthew Vinh, April 6, 1998. Adopted from
Vietnam, Matthew joined the Butlers on Aug.
25, 1998.

Katie Dawes Fortunato and Lou, a son, Aug. 3,
1998.
Lori VanNess Gilkeson and Scott, a son, Clayton
Paul, Sept. 13, 1998.
Jennifer Nibali May and Chuck, a son, Charles
Theodore MayV, Sept. 15, 1998.
Anne Carter Johnson Plashal and John, a
daughter, Caroline Randolph, June 13, 1998.
Suzanne Monroe Stallings and Michael ('90), a
son, Corbin Michael, July 31, 1998.
Wendy Randall Wall and Gregory, a son, Braxton Alexander, Sept. 2, 1998.

19 95
Mary Eileen Algeo and Justin Besachio, a son,
Saverio "Rio" Michael, July 4, 1998.
James Anthony Curtis and Miya, a daughter,
Analiza Marleyna, Aug. 3, 1998. She joins
Anthony Javier, 2.
Jennifer and Robert Duffell-Hoffman {'96), a
son, Michael Allen, Oct. 14, 1998.
Melissa Witt Floyd and Darren, a daughter,
Lydia Alexandra, Oct. 4, 1998.
Amaya Arietta Matthews Rucker and Samuel, a
daughter, Myelle AnnTonya, Oct. 10, 1998. She
joins brother, Samuel L. Rucker III.

1996
Jennifer Mabe Booker and Michael ('94), a son,
John Colter, Sept. 13, 1998.

Shiree Conlin and Andrew, a son, Aiden Victor,
May 20, 1998.

IN MEMORIAM
19 21
Frances Tabb Edmondson of Norfolk, Sept.
11, 1997.

19 3D

19 92

Olga Burtner Hawkins of Parnassus,Aug. 30, 1998.

Rob Abrams and Kathy, a son, Jack Robert,
March 6, 1998.
Carrie Pollio Bodoh and David, a daughter,
Sarah Jayne, March 13, 1998.

Elizabeth Anna Showalter of Harrisonburg,
Aug. 30, 1998.

Laura Gayle Snoddy Davis and Samuel, a son,
Seth Michael Braxton, May 22, 1998.
Kelly Bradt Mcfarlane and Matt, a son, May
14, 1998.
Tracy Jerrell McKenna and Kevin ('91), a son,
Shaun Michael, Oct. II, 1998.
Heather Grimes Matthews and Kirk, a son,
Kolton Charles, July 12, 1998.
Rebecca Burnett Parsons and Michael, a daughter, Kimberly Amber, June 6, 1998. She joins
brother Curtis.
Jon Shaffer and Sarah, a son, Luke Joseph, May 4,
1998. He joins Benjamin Jon, 3.
Michelle Bruce and Steve Sindelar, a daughter,
Caroline Dawn, April 24, 1998.
Leslie Garrett Woodward and Woody, a daughter, Catherine Garrett, June 5, 1998. He joins
brother Will.

19 35

19 37
Agnes Banks Guthrie of Charlottesville, Oct.
15, 1998.

19 3B
Margaret Reilly Bell of Alexandria, Aug. 25, 1998.

1944
Lulie Wright Bolte of DeWitt, Oct. 28, 1998.

1946
Sylvia Hackworth Brewer of Lancaster, Aug.
21, 1998.

19 7B
Martin Kevin Griffin of Triangle, Sept. 15, 1998.

19 93

1983

Alison Rexrode Hanifee and T. Sean, a son, Brenan Reese, May 9, 1998. He joins Evan Jacob, 3.

Jonathan Nicholas Kusmik (M.P.A. '86) of Falls
Church.Aug. 21, 1998.

1994
Susan J. Firth Barry and John ('95), a son, Owen
Firth, May 14, 1998.
Vashti Catherine Curtis and Darrin, a son,
Shane Leonard, April 30, 1998.

19 92
Charlotte Mauzy Messersmith of Virginia Beach,
March 12, 1998.

UNIVERSITY INFORMATION
fMU Home Page: www.jmu.edu/

Explore the links. More pages are coming
online every day.
News and Events:

www.jmu.edu/ mediarel/releases.html
Main Campus Phone Number.

{540) 568-6211
Campus Activities lnfonnation:

1540) 568-6138
Admissions:

{540) 568-6147. Via the web, connect
from the JMU home page
Continuing Education: 1540) 568-7088

ARTS AND LECTURES
Theater. dance, galleries, music and lectures: Box Office {540) 568-7000
MATH AND SCIENCE
Life Science Museum. Mineralogy
Museum. Wells Planetarium and lectures:
Information {540) 568-3508
OFFICE OF PARENT AND
CONSTITUENT RELATIONS
Parents are part of the JMU community.
For information about Parents Weekend.
Parents Council. the arboretum and the

JOIN THE ALUMNI ACTION
Address: JMUOffice of Alumni Relations

Chandler Hall, Suite 133,
MSC 0302
Harrisonburg. VA 22807

www.jmu.edu/external/parents or e-mail
us at parent@jmu.edu

FESTIVE OCCASIONS
Summer Commencement • July 30. 1999
Homecoming • Oct. 22-24, 1999
Parents Weekend • Oct. 29-31. 1999
Founder's Oay • March 15, 2000
Class Reunions for '35. '40. '45. '50. '55. '60
+ April 7-8. 2000
JMU Art Auction • April 15-16. 2000
Spring Commencement • May 6, 2000

DUKES IN-DEPTH
Spons Hot Line: 1540) JMU-6397

For scores and highlights {updated regularly)
Home Page:

Make a difference. You can invest in
JMU's future by making a gift that benefits academic programs and scholarships.
Please contact the Division of University
Development for more information.
Phone:
[800] 296-6162
[540] 568-3196
Fax:
[540) 574-4076
E-mail:
henry2c1@
jmu.edu

DUKE CLUB OFFICE
[540) 568-6461
[540] 568-6420
E-mail:
richeyml@
jmu.edu
Home page: www.jmu.edu/ dukeclub
Through the Duke Club. thousands
alumni, parents, friends and businesses
support JMU's student athletes in the
classroom and on the field of play.
Phone:

Fax:

www.jmu.edu/ sportsinfo/
Find news releases, team rosters, schedules,
results, ticket information. coaches'
biographies and e-mail addresses
E-mail: sports-info@
jmu.edu
For information and inquiries
Phone: {540) 568-6154
Sports Media Relations welcomes
inquiries. comments and suggestions.

MONTPELIER
JMU's quarterly university news and
human interest magazine reaches 70.000
alumni. parents. faculty and staff members.
friends, and donors. {540) 568-3191 ;
E-mail: montpelier@
jmu.edu and online:
www.jmu.edu/external/mont

1540) 568-6234
{888) JMU-ALUM
Fax:
{540) 568-3494
E-mail:
alumni_link@jmu.edu
Home Page: www.jmu.edu/alumni/

The JMU AlumniAssocia1ion suppor1s
1he univemiy mission by providing alumni
w1ih programs and ac1ivi1ies like career
ne1working, alumni chap!ers, reunions,
Homecoming and con/1nuing educalion.

Phone:

Toll Free:

Art A uction - April 15-16, 2000
Enjoy a weekend of fine art and fine dining in
the elegant surroundings of The Homestead, the
turn-of-the-century spa resort of the rich and
pampered. Plan now to attend JMU's art auction and purchase fine art created just for you.
Original paintings, prints, sculptures. mixed
media. jewelry, metalworks. woodworks and
more will be on the auction block. Proceeds
fund JMU's fine arts scholarships.

Tickets go fast
Call (540) 568-3193

to make reservations
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Gotta new job?

The alumni office welcomes news for class notes that is
no more than a year old. Please send notice after weddings
and births have occurred and after degrees have been
completed. Is this a wedding notice? Did you remember to
include both spouses' names (including maiden), class years,
wedding date and hometown? Is this a birth announcement? Did you remember to include both parents' names,
class years, child's name, birth date and siblings' names?
Please anticipate that it will take approximately six months,
or two issues, for your class note to appear in Montpe/ie[
We appreciate your patience.

ou just get married?

Please submit your class note to the Office of Alumni Relations.

CLASS NOTE

Is there an addition to
Let your classmates know what's going on in y .
f
Full Name (include maiden) _ __

_ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _

Class Year

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __
Phone: home (

State _ __

ZIP _ _ _ _

work (

E-mail - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Spouse (include maiden)--- - --

---------

JMU Class Year _ _
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How Much Would It Tal<e
To Save An Historic Landmarl<?
A Single Coin.

advisor to her husband as w~ll. Struck

When you purchase the Dolley

from 90% pure sJver, the obverse features a

Madison Commemorative SJver Dollar,

lovely engraving of Dolley Madison; the

you'll also help t o preserve Montpelier, the
Virginia home she and James Madison loved. That's

reverse, a view of Montpelier itself.

because a portion of the proceeds from the coin's sale will

Order Now And
Help Save A Landmarl<.

help the National Trust for Historic Preservation
protect this irreplaceable landmark.

Designed By Tiffany & Co.
Issued By The United States Mint.

We can't afford t o lose a national treasure like
Montpelier. And helping to save it can be surprisingly
affordable. The brilliant mirror-finish proof coin is

The first U.S. coin designed by Tiffany & Co.,

just $37; the uncirculated coin is only $32; or a set

this beautiful commemorative honors America's

of both is just $64.95 . You can order by phone

original "First Lad/ a woman whose grace and

24 h ours a day. And we urge you to order now.

political acumen helped make Washington a social
and diplomatic center -

and made her a trusted

It's your chance t o preserve a vital piece
of history -

by purchasing a single coin.

UNITED STATES MINT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Call

l-800-MINT-USA to

order your coin today.
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